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_ The Epiftle acme 


To the Church. at CAMBRIDGE — : : 
in New-England, - | 5 

A ND slog’  & 

ty 0 the STUDENTS of the Tones Here | 


‘ aisae Wor fhipfull, Reverend, and deh lf 
Beloved. ' 2 
. QHERE have been’ few Cherehes Be 
in the World {0 Vifted up to Hea~ 
ven in Relped&‘of a Succ ceffion of fh 
Supereminent Minifters of the i A 
: Gofpel,as che-Church in Cambridge | Te 
_ ha’s been. Hooker, Shepard, Mitchel, Oakes (all of |G 
them yours) were Great Lichts. You know thae 
if Light ha’s been broughe into a Room, when ic 
is Removed, the Place becomes. Darker; than af & 
never. any fick Light had been there. A Learned — 
Renin an Epiftle Dedicatory to the 
Inhabitants of Boftos in Lincolafhire Dr. Tuckney E- 
puts them in mind of what anHap- Pile prefixed 
py People they once’ were; while *° Mr, Ceztor 
Undesithe Teaching of Mr. Carton (9% Bedhalkess 
| Bid A 2 ‘who. « 
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| 4 el ae Epiftle Dedicatory. ae | 
who was from them removed to, plant Churches 


dor Chiilt, ia°this American Delart And “ptay’s 
“‘Lhatas Empires and King- 


Crh 
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nor 


them to Confider, 
*doms, fo particular Churches have had-their 
* Periods. Bethel has proved a Bethbaven: In 
- “after times we find young profane Mockers in 
* Bethel, and: Acornful Neuters in Penuel. -Go to 
| © Sbilob ; think of the fometimes Glorious Church: 
_* es in dfiz. fays he. “And he adds, That he had 
* on purpofe vifited fome places, where. God had 
“Before Planted His Church, anda Paithiul Mi- 
* niltry, to fee, if He could Ditcern any Footfteps 
‘and Remembrances of fuch a Mercy, and Lo, 
* they avere all overgrown with T horns, and. Nettles 
“bad over covered the Face thereof, and the Stone-aalk 
* shereof is Broken down, And ashe further well 
* obferves, when. the Lord bas been provoked to 
"remove the Candleftick, He is very hardly in- 
" duced to Reftore it again: Ihe Ark never re- 
“turned co the fanie Place, frem. whence it was 
‘in a way of Judgment removed): and the. Glory 
"of the Lord, when after. its Gradual Removes, 
"was at laft quite gone from the First Temple, was 
not Reftored.in the Second, till Chrilt’s Fr Coz - 
* ming, nor will ic be in this their Reje@ion; “till 
* Eis Second. Mercy forbid that fuch Things” as 
thete fhuuld be verified, in New England; or in 
Cambridge? That this may not be your:Gafeyi it 
concerns you not wantonly to play or fiebr byethe 
Light yet remaining, bue to. make the: :Beft’ Im: — 
provent-nt of your prefent Advantages, giving e 
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x The Epiftle Dedicatory, © | 
due Encouragement to that Worthy Perfon, who & 
Bs pow over you in: the Lordy oo ees oe 

Concerning your Famous Paftor, opitchel, LT | 
confefs, [ had the Happinels of a fpecial Intima- 
cy with him, in his Life time, nor do I know ig 
any one Death ( that of natural Relations except- | 

ed) that cv:r has been fo Grievous and Affiidive © | 
to my Spirt:, as was his. By reafon of his Emji- 
nent Parts and Piety, he had an happy Influence rss 
—onall thefe Churches. Many of them fare the @ 
better at this Day, becaufe the Preachers whom. & 
they are now Inftruéed by, whilft Students atthe jf A 
Colledge, lived under his Miniftry. . The Colledge, a 
_ Cambridge, New England may Glory, that ever ke 
fuch an One had his Education there! As for the 4% ; 
Detctiption of his Life, by my SON Emitred 
herewith, I have nothing to fay concerning the mM 
Writer, or this Endeavour of his, becaufe of my z j 
Relation to him ; Only, that. ic is what he could g 
Colleé&, whether by Informations from thofe thac 
knew. that Excellene man, or from his private oe 
-Manul{cripts, which he had the. perufalof. It is 
not without the Providence of Chrift,. that it 
Ahould be Committed to the refs, at fuch a | 
| Time, when there are Agitation’ about fome Di- 
plinary Queftions amongtt your felyes,. What the —& 
| Judgment of that Adan of God was, you have in 
the fublequent Relation of his Life prefented to 
your view.. : oa aig eee 
The Original Manufcripe Written by Mr & 
| Maitebel g own nee: Ihave by me. Whether iy | 
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6 ‘The Epifle Dedicatoy 
he committed his Thoughts to Whitin g, with any. 


Confidence. So likewile has it been, when an Ex- 






R 37 
“sand 


Defign of Publication, or for the fatisfa@tion of 
fome. Perfons in a more private way, I know not?” 


But it is now Evicent, that when his Spirit was 


e- ge ; i * x : bs HED 
nclined thereunto, Heaven defigned his Medita- 


tions. fhould be brought into publick view. Whilft 


he was Living, you that were of his Flock, had 
(and ‘confidering his great Worth and Wifdom, — 
it would have been a Reproach to you, if you 
had not had ) an high Efteem of his Judgment. 
Being Dead he yet (peaketh to you,out of his Grave. 
Thofe of you that Retain a Living Remembrance 
of. him, in your Hearts, will eafily difcern fome- 
thing of Mr. NOitcHels Spirit, in the way of his 
Arsuing. He does therein (according to his 
‘wonted manner ) exprefs himfelf with great Caw- 
tion and Prudence, avoiding Extreams, in the Con- 
troverted Subje@. It cannot be denied 5 but that 
there has been an Error in fome Churches, who 
have made this or that Mode to be a Divine Infti- 
tution, which Chrift has not made to be fo: And 
that there has been ah unjultityable Severity, in 


‘Impofing Circumfantials not Infticuted, whereby | 


{ome truly Gracious Souls have been Difcouraged 
from Offering themfelves to joyn in Fellowfhip 
with fach Churches. “Thus it has been, when an 
Oral Declaration of Frith and Repentance has been 


“Enjoyned on all Communicants, and that before 


the swhole Congregation; when as many an Hum- 
ble Pious Soul has not been Gifted with fuch 


act 
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The Epiftle Dedicator]. oe 
a&-Account of the Time and Manner of Converfin 
has been Required: Whenas there have been mul-. 


titudes of true Believers ( fuch efpecially as have 
been advantaged with a Religious Education ). that 


the Seed of Grace has fprung up in 


their Souls, they know. not how Matk Mr. Baxter, 


4. 27. Mr. Baxter relates, that he of prefent ~ 
was once at a Meeting of many Baptifm. p- 


Chriftians as Eminent for Holinefs,as **9> *3 Be 


-moft in the Land, of whom divers 


were Minifers of Great Fame; And it was defi- 


red, that every one fhould give an Account of the 
Time and Manner of his Converfion, and there 
was but One of them all, that could do it. And 


(Mayshe ) I Averr from my Heart, that I neither 





| 


know the Day nor the Year, when I began to be fin- 
cere. For Churches, then to expe& an Account 


of that from all, that they Receive into their 
Fellowfhip, is Unfcriptural, and Unreafonable. Ne- 


verthelefs, ic concerns them to Beware of the o- 


ther Extream of» Laxne/s in Admiffion unto the 
Lord’s Holy Table. You know that. your Paftor 
DMPitehel had a Latitude in his Judgment as to 


the Subject of Baptifm (asalfo Dr Ames, Mi. . 


Cotton, and others of the Congregational Perf{wa/i- 


on had, ) but as to Admiffions to the Sacrament 





of the Lord’s Supper. I know no man, that was 


more Contcientioufly careful. to keep unqualified 
perfous from partaking therein than was be. As 
for this or that Mode in Examining of Perfons, 


that offer themfelyes to be Communicants in 
| ee A 4 "tT 








8. | The Epiftle “Dedicatory, ok 

our Churches, whether sic thall’ be by a? more’ 
continued Relation of the’ Work of Grace, in their. 
Hearts, or by Cueftions and Anfwers (as was \ pra- 
iled ia the Church at) \Hartford in Mr. Hookers 
time, and which may poffibly be: as Ediiying a 
way; asthe former )or whether: the Perfons de- 
figning to partake inthe Lord's “Sapper, thall De» 
clare their Experiences) Orally; or in Writing, are 
Prudentials, which our Lord has left unto Chorch- 
€s to Determine as they shall find “moft expedient 
for their own Edifcation. \ Neverthelels the Sub- 
ftance of the Thing ( viz. either 2 Relation, as ‘tis 
cailed, or as Equivalent.) oughe to -be infifted on. 
G@hirches are bound in Duty to Enquire, not on? 
ly into the Knowledge and Orthodoxy, but anto the 
Spirnual Effate of chofe whom they Receive into 
full Communion all the “Ordinances of Chrift. 
Some have thought, chat {uch Qualifications are’. 
mot. tavbe expected. from: Children born in the 
Church, as from Strangers; but they never had 
that Ocinion ont: of the Scripture; which fays 
expreily ‘concerning them that would Eat the Pat 
fover, that, There is:One\ Law ta bim that is Home. 
. born, and to the Stranger. Exod.12. 49. Numb. 9g. - 
14. Wherefore in the Plattorm of Dif 
Capt. 12. cipline it is faid,, Tbe like Trial is to be 
§ 7. Required of fuch Members of the Church as 
were born in the fame, or Received their Member{hip, 
and were Baptifed in their” Infancy, or Minority, by 
virtue of the Covenant of their Parents, when being 
grows upto years of Dijcretion, they {hall defire to be 
a made 
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on thereof, before they are Received to the Lord's Sup- 


are the words, in the Platform of Difcipline, agreed 
unto by the Elders and Mefiengers ot the Chur- 





and Aged Divines, befides many others of Great 
‘Eminency. It is noc the Opinion of wx, bue 
the Scripture which muft decide the Controverfy. 
Neverthelcis, the Judgment of thole Eminent Di 





vines who had deeply fearched into thefe Matters, _ 
is not to be flighted. Nor is the Private Senti-— 
ment of this or that perfon, to be laid in the Bal- - 
lance, with the Judgment of a Synod, confilting of © 


Perfons, of far greater Authority. than any youn- 


ger ones pretended to be of a contrary Opinion: - 


Nor is there weight in that Allegation, thar when 


no validity. By the fame reafon ic may be faid, 





feis, chat they Believe Articles of Faith, which 


God knows, they do not Believe, nor is there any: 
thing but their ow Testimony co prove that. they, 


do 











| er 4 
made Partakers of the Lords Table, unto which, bev 
caufe Holy Things are mot to be given to the Unwor. 
thy, therefore it 1s Requifite, that thofe as well as others 
ould come to their Trial and Examination, and ma- 
nifeft their Faith and Repentance oy an open Profeffi- 


per, aad otherwife not tobe Admitted thereunto ; Thee : 


ches in the Synod at Cambridge ; In which Synod, | 
‘were Mr. Cotton, Mc. Rogers, Mr. Nortow, Learned © 


a man declares his own Experiences, he Teffifies con-.- 
cerning himfelf, and theretore his Teftimony is of 


Churches are not to Examine thofe, that Effay to 
Joyn themfelves to them, about the foundnefs of 
their Faith, For they may (as Arius cid) pro-: 











- Principle, who Afflerc that the Sacrament is a Con- 
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Io The Epiftle Dedicatory. : 
do believe as they profe/s. But above all, their-| 
Notion is to.be Rejected, as a Church corrupting, 


werting Ordinunce. Papifts, Eraftians, and fome o- | 


‘thers, whom [ torbear to mention have fo taughts\, 


bue their Heterodoxy has been abundantly Refux\ 
ted, not only by Congregational Writers, fuch as. 
Mr. ohn Beverly againtt Timpfon, but by Worthy | 
Authors of the Presbyterian Per{wafion, particular-'| 
ly by Mr. Gele/py in his Aarons Rod, Dr. Drake in 
his Anfwerco Mr. Humphrys, and Mr. Vines, in; 
his Treatite of the Lord's Supper. If the Sacrae | 
ment were appointed to be a Converting Ordinance, } 
thenthe moft Scasdalous perfons in the World, : 
yea, Heathen people ought to have it Adminiftred , 
unto them, for we may not with-hold from thenz | 
the Means appointed for. their Converfion. The ; 
Scripture fays, Let a man Examine bimfelf, and: fo \ 
bet bim Eat of that Breads: x Cor, 11. 28.\which ; 
clearly intimates, that if upon Examination, he 

| 





finds himfelf in a State of Sim and Unregeneracy; ; 
he ought sot to Eat of. thet Bread. | part | 
» Blefled Mr. SDateHhel would) frequently Affere, | 
‘That at itdhould -pats for Current Do@tine in | 
New England, Thatall perfons Orthodox in Fudge | 
ment, as to matters of Fash, andomot Scandalous in | 
Life, ought ta be: admitted) co »partake of the | 
‘Lords Supper, without any Examination, concern: ' 
ang the Work of Sawing Grace ia thew Hearts, it | 
would be a Real Apoftacy trom stormer Principles, ; 
and a. Degenerncy ivem the Refurmation, mies | 
ee hae 
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| The Epiftle Dedicatory. tr 
had attained unto. 1am willing upon this Occa* 
1 bear my Teltimony to the prefent Truths 
hind to Leave it upon Record unto Pofterity ; not 
knowing how foon the Lord Jefus may by one’ 
Providence or other ( of which I have had feveral 
Warnings) remove me from my prefent Station 
proce thefeé Churches. The Arguments which 
}have induced me to Believe and Teltily, as now 
{ do, are fuch as thefe. | ) , 
x. Time was when Churches in New-England 
Ibelieved there was clear Scripture proof for the pra 
Particularly that Scripture, 
idden ‘thy Righteoufnefs 
And that, Pfal. 66.16. 


been bold to fay, that fince the Apoftle in the 
place alledged, {peaks of Believers Apologixing tor 
their Hope before Perfecutors, it is an abute of 
Scripture from thence to infer, that any thing of 
that nature ought to be done for the fatisiaction 
of Churches. But Renowned Mr. Hooker in a 
“Mannfcripe which I have feen, anfwering the 
| Objeions of fome who difliked the pradtice of 
thefe Churches,in Examining and Inquiring inte 
the Spiritual Eftate of their Communicants, ( ef- 
| pecially their requiring an account from the Chil- 
| reaiteta’) dren » 














12 The Epiftle Dedicatory, | 
dren of the-Church ) argues Judicioufly that iff 
Chriftians are bound to give an account of the 
grounds ot their hope to Perfecutors, much more! 
to Churches chat (hall defire it, So Mr. Shepard, | 
_. the faithtul and famous Paftor of the Church in| 
Cambridge, in his Anfwer to Mr. Ball And to 
the fame purpofe,in the Plattorm of Difcipline it | 
Is inferred, that men muft declare and thew their! 
Repentance, and Faith, and EffeGual Calling, | 
becaufe thefe are the reafon of 4 well-grounded. 
hope. Now for any matito charge thefe Wor." 
thies of the Lord, and the Platform of Difcipline, 
~ which abufing Sciipture when they made fach an 
Inference, is a very unbecoming: prefamption. 
It was formeily though, that Scripture’ Examples. 
are not wanting to warrant the practice of our 
Churches in. this matter, fince Fobz required thofe 
whom he,admitted to his Baptifm, to ‘make a. 
Conteflion of their Sins. And the Apoftles ex.’ 
pected a Declaration ‘of their Repenrance from 
fuch as they-admicted into the Primitive ‘Church. 
Ads 2.38. And Philip Examined the Exnuch con- 
cerning the finc2riry of his Faith. Ags:@ geet 
2. That Principle which tends to bring . perfons not 
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‘ 
duly qualified, to partake in Holy Things, ns if needs : 
be difpleajing to the aly Lord Fefus Chriff Hs ! 
would have bis Servants to Diftinguifh betwixt the . 
precious and the wile. Jer.age ro! And to Tarn x. | 
way irom juch as have only the" Lorm, and not the 

Power of Godline(sia them. 2 Tim. 3. g:' they that | 

have only a Dedris bKaowledge, andiat’ External - 
feonk Conver- 


=—— 
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| The Epiftle Dedi catory. oY 
romver{ation free from Scandal, without Regene- 
Jation, have no more than a Form of Godliness. If 
Dhriftians fhould not make fuch perfons their Fa- 
piltars, certainly they ought not to Admit them 
fo their Sacred Communion, ct is a very folemn 
Word, which the Lord has fpoken, laying, 7 
pave brought» inio my Sanuary Uncircumeifed in 
Peart, to bein my Saudinary to pollute it; even in 
Wy Houle, when you Offer the Bread and ithe Blood. 
No Stranger Uncircumcifed im Heart, {hall enter into 
Wy Santiuary. Ezek. 44.7,9. That man does but 
Wefile che San@tuary of the Lord, that has not the 
Water of Separation (the Blood of Chiift through 
Faith ) Sprinkled upon bim. Numb.19. 20. But chis 
Principle or Pofition, That perfons are to be ad- 
Juiced to the Table of the Lord, without Enqui 
ing into their ¥egenerration, tends to bring the 
Incircumeifed in Heart, into the Sanctuary. If 
-hurches fhould negle@ all Examinations concer- _ 
ling the Orthodoxy of thofe they Reccive into their 
j-oinmunion 3 would not that have a Natural Ten 
lency to bring Herercdox, and it may be Hererical 
etfons into their, Commuuicn! By a Parity of 
[Reafon, the Omitting all Enquiries, as to the Spirt- 
yal Experiences of them that come to the Table 
of the Lord, has a Tendency to fill che Sané@u- 
pry with thofé; who never had any Experimental 
Knowledge of the Things of God. | 
3; The Church ought to know, as far as men can 
Judge, that the Per fons whom they Adinit tothe Lords 
Table are fit, and bave aright to be there. “Now 
| . | none 








mone are meet to partake of the Lords Supper, ex, 
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_cepting fuch as have experienced a Saving Work of, 
Gracex They muft be fuch as can and will, Exa 

- gnine themfelves. x Cor. 11.28. And therefore 
muft have the Marter of Self Examination, which 

ds Faith, Repentance, and Love, and other Gracess/ 
Thus ic was in the Primitive Apoftolical .Church,, 

Aas 2.47. The Lord added to the Church dayly, fuck 
as fhould be Saved, Churches are to receive duchy 

as the Lord has received. Rom. 14. 1,2,3- Such.asg)) 

are United to Cbriff, 1 Cor.12.27. 4 Thef. 1.4.) 
Living Stones mult be in that Budding, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 
Made ready by a work of Divine Grace on and, 
in them, before they are laid there ; of which the 
Prepared Materials in Solomons Temple were a Type, , 
x King. 6.7. They onght to be Saimts, and Eairh- | 

full in Chrift Fefus. Eph. 1..1-+;Hew fhall the 
Churches Anew, that the Perfons who offer them 
delves to their Communion are fach,, unlefs they 
-pafs under their Zria/. Rev. 2. 2... Ut\a.man.claim, 
Righ: to a Priviledge, and yet dheweth,no fafficient | 
Reajfon, he ought to be debarred nul, he can fome , 
‘way or other prove his Claim. .; It. is, true, che} 
Judgment of Churches is fallible: ;., Grace being. a |; 
Secret Thing, hid in the Hearts »only.Garaf feesh . 

ic : Churches cannot always difcern the. Zares , 
trom the Wheat. Neverthelefs, they,may not 2i/2-| 
ingly receive in Hypocrites. , Bellarmin,,himalelf 15 ¢ 
tain to Confels,as much as that comes\co. When. 
fuch were found ia Churches inthe Apoitolical | 
Tiunes, ic is Jaid, chat they crept wa .priwily Or unas | 
WHT ES 
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iy The Epiftle Dedicatory mL 
bie es, Gal. 2. 4. Jude 4. v. Which intimates unto 
| s, that they did not willingly admit fuch into their 
| ellowfhip. Wher the Enemy. fowed Tares in 
athe Field, a Culpable Sieeping in thole, that fhould 
have been more Watchful was the caufe of ic. 
Math. 13.25.. They who objedt, that we are 
bound in Cbarity to believe, thar the Perfons, who. 
offer themfelves to our Communion, are Regene- 
Irate, without ever making any Enquiry into their 
Spiritual Eftace, may wich as good Reaton affirm, 
Ithat we are bound in Charity to believe, chat chey 

re found in the Faith, without Examinmg them a- 
Hhout that matter. A Rational Charity, grounded 
Japon Evidence, and not a Blind Charity is the Ruls 

according to which Churches are to proceed. 





1} 4, That Prattice, which Chrift has owned with His 
Wpeeral Bleffing and Prefence, ought not to be Decryed as 
In Humane Invention, but rather owned as a Divine 
[inflitution. Was not the Lord's Blefling Aarons 
§Rod an EffeQual Demonftration, that his Miniltry” 
fhad a Divine Approbation ¢ Is not Paul's calling 
Le the Miniftry, and Peter’s allo, proved from this 

Argument, that God owned & Bleed them borh ¢ 
« Cor. 9. 1, 2- Gal. 2.7,8, 9. That Chrilt has 
owned His Churches, in their Enquiries into the 
Hpiritual Eftate of fuch as they admit into their 
Communion with His fpecial Gracious Prefence, 
lis moft certain. Have not fome been Converted by 
hearing others give an Account of their Converti- 
on: How many haye been Comtored, and how 
A may. 


) | 
«i 
| 
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O16 “Phe Epifle Dedicatory.. a 
many Edified thereby !. which proveth, that ‘this ! 
Practice is Lawftl and Laudabie, and that to /! 
Stigmatize it fo, as {ome have done is not pleafing ¢ 
— to che Lord. esaians | ast; 
j- To ufe all Lawful means to keep Church Come || 
munion pure, is a Duty incumbent upon all Churches, | 
: and moft eminently on Churches in New England. Te 
1s known to the World, that Church Reformation; i 
and Uurity asto all Adminiftrations therein, was | 
the Thing defigned by our Fathers, when they 
followed the Lord into this Wildernefs : And - 
therefore Degeneracy in that Refpect would be a 
Greater Evil in us, than in any People.’ We shall 
not Act like Wife Children, if we feek to pull down | 
with our Hands, That Houle ( or any Péllar-Prin- 
ciple, whereon it.js founded.) which our Wife Fa- 
thers have built. Phe Deba fing the matter of Par- { 
ticular Churches mutt needs Corrupt them. A. 
Learned and Renowned ‘Author-has Evinced, That 
the Letting go this Principle, That 3 








Owen. Theol, Particular Churches ought to Confift of 
Lib. 6. cap. 8. Regenerate’ Per fons, brought m the | 
8 Great Apsftalyof the Chriftian Church. |, 

The way to prevent the like Apofafy in thefé | 
Charches, is to Require-am Account of thofe, thar. | 
effer them{elves to Communion therein, concern.’ 
ing the Work of God en their Souls, as well as con-. 
cerning their Knowledge and Belief.’ If once this — 
Pra@ice and Principle. of Truth be deferred, 4 4 
World of unquatifyed Perfoms will doon filljand pefter. 

- and corrupt the Houfe of God, and caule Him to” 
on | go 
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| 20 far off from His Sanituary, We may then jultly 
| | beta ie Golden Candlefticks will be no long- 
I er fo, but become Dro/s, and Ziw, and Reprobate 
BSilver,until the Lord bas rejethed them. Eee us Dread 
j to have an hand, in caufing it to be fo! It is 2 
I folemn Paffage which Mr. Cottons ( whom Dr. 
Goodwin calls the Apoftle of this Age) has in his 
Hudicious Treatife of the Holine{s of Church Mens- 
Boers. p. 60. Methinks ( faies he) the Servants. of 
pGod fhould Tremble to Erett fuch a State of the Visser 
ble 


is Sinful. IE 
Bletfing of 


ver-enlarging of fu | 

|‘ of perfons thereun Qualifications 
| without infifting upon the. Practical and Spiri- 
“tual part of Religion, will not only Lofe the 
|) Power ot Godlineds, but in a little time, brin 

7 in Profanenef3, and Ruine the Churches thefe 
| two ways. x. Ele@ion of Minifters will foon, 
I‘ be carried by a formal, loofer fer. 2.The Eg 
}; ercile of Dilcipline, will by this means be rea’ 
f | B “dred 








xf = The Epiffle Dedicatory. 


. b 


dred impoffible. Difcipline falling, Profanenels 


ale is not fetting down good Rules and Diredi- 
“ons, that will Salve it: For the Specification of 
© Government, ts from men, not from Laws. Let 


"never fo good’a Form of Government be a- . 


" sreed upon, it will foon degenerate, if the 


© Inftruments ( or men ) that manage it, be not 
Good. Blefled QPitehel : Thefe’are thy words; | 


(A his was thy Spirit ! 


6. Inthe Primitive & Pureft Times of the Church, 


‘there was great ftrittne(s ufed in Examining [uch as 
avere admitted to Sacraments, concerning the Sincerity 
_of their Repentance towards God, and their Faith in 


the Lord “fefus Chrift. There are who pretend, 


That this isa New Practice, begun by a few ‘Se- 


' 
W 


" rifeth like 2 Flood. For the. major part want- | 
* ine zeal dgain{t Sin, will fofter Bicentioufnefs. | 


paratifts in Amfterdam, not an Hundred years 3 


fince.’ But fach perfons difcover their Ignorance, 
and that they are unacquainted and unftudied in 
Eccléfastical Story. Fuftin Martyr (who lived 


¥so years after Chrift ) in his Second Apology — 
for the Chriftians, writeth, “That they did Exa-.. 






| 





mine [uch as were Admitted to theirCommunion whe-. 


ther they were able to conform themfelves wm all things. | 


to the Word and-Will of God. Uf we would know» 


what Things were practifed by the Churches in. 
the Primitive Times, the Writings of Zertulhan,. 


— 


7 


and Cyprian, (as Learned Ufher has truly obferv- 
ed) give us the cleareft difcovery thereof. — It is: 


evident from them, that in tholg Dayes, there. 
| : a TER gee eo ae 
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I was rather too much Rigidity, than toa much. 
" Dasne/2, in their Admiffion to Sacraments. “They 
would keep men, who were Catechumens & Coma 
| petentes a tong time, before they did receive them 
into fall Communion in the Church. “They Re- 
| quired not only a Profeflion of Faith, and a Con- 
 feflion of Sins, but a Submiffion to a fevere Scru 
| tiny concerning their Sincerity therein. : 
| Fiunt Scvrutinia, ut {épius explorentur, an Alcuinus 
| pot Renunciationem Satane {acra verba 
date Fidei radicitus Corde defixerint, They were 
to be Examined again and again, to find out, 
Whether the Words. of the Faith they. profefled, 
Were indeed fixed in their Hearts. Cy prim in. his 
third Epifile fayes, Midi labor eft per(uadere fi atri- 
bus ut reciptendis’ Confentiant, Vix Plebi perfurdeo, ut 
tales patiantur admisti, quia nec chm vera panitentia 
vencrant. That-he could not.eafily perfwade ‘the 
Brethren in Churches, to confent to® the Admif- 
fion of fuch Perfons to their Communion, of 
whole Sincere Repewtance, there was any doube, 
Origen declares, as much as that amounts to. When: 
Ko after Ages, Churches degenerated, Chryfcftone 
complains, that by Admitting ungodly ‘men into? 
fhe Church, they had filled the Lemple with Beafts, ' 
end he profeffed; that he would fooner choofe to 
have his Righe band cut off, than Adminifter the 
fPacrament to. a Known wicked man, tis well 
\Kfown, that the Waldenjes, amon{t whom Religion 
Was preferved, during the Reign of Popery, were 
Wirict in this matter, And fo.were the Boheniiars 
Py ae B  Bre- 
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Brethren : Commenius teftifies concerning therm; | 
~ that they uied a Diligent Exploratim, — 
‘Ratio difeiplin, Concerning the Faith and. Repen | 
 Fratrum.Bobem tance of thzir Communicants, left | 
p44. Ge. ~ haply ic thould. be only Superficiary } 
2 . and Fallacious. There was an Exe | 
amen Con|cientiarum ufed amongft them. Ic muft 
be acknowledged, that in the Protefamt Reformati- | 
om, there has been a Gre st Negle and Defed, as 
to what cohcerns the Di(cipline and Government | 
of Chriftin His Church. As the poftafy was | 








gradual, fo ha’s the Reformation been. — And there. 
ae _ was ( as Dri Qaven well obferves ) | 
Dr. Owens of the a wile Providence in ordering it | 
Nature of a Gofpel so befo. * For had the Fart Re- 
Church p. 13. * formers fet themfelves to re- , 
eeu © move out of the Church all fuch ; 
© as.were unmect for it's Communion, and to have | 
* Reduced things to their Primitive Inftitution, by 
“Reafon of the Paucity of the Number of fuch 
“Church Members, the Endeavour for a General | 
* Reformation of Doctrine and Worfhip would have : 
* bcen obftructed. Hence it comes to pafs, That | 
* the Reformation of the Church, as unto the AZat- 
* ter OF, was not attempted, until Calvi fet up. 
* his Difcipline in Genews, which has filled the . 
© World with Clamours again{ft him to this day. 
_* In moft other places the darter or Members of 
~“ Churches were, as to cheir Lives and Converfa- | 
_ © thon as bad as the Papi/ts. ° Neverthelefs, Emi- | 
none Diyings of the Reformation, in this and a 
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daft Century, have approved of that which we are 
pleading for. Beza laments the Re- Ape 
— milnefs of Protef-ant Churches in not Bexa.Ep tae 
_ taking more care about the Qualifi- Ve 

ations of cheiz Members; concluding, that there 
will never be fuich a Reformation as ought te be ene 
| deavoured after, nifi a Converfione Cordium Initiuns 


| Ieftaurationis fumatur, except men with Converted 


| Hearts, be laid in the Foundation.  Bucer finds faule 
with the Englifh Churches for their 


Admitting Children whohad been — Bacer. Scripe. 


| Baptifed, unto the Lords Supper,  Anglio. Cap 17. 


pon £00 low Terms. He lays, P 482,483. ) 


| ‘there fhould be manifest Signs of 


Regeneration in them frft: That they pen appear. 


to be fuch as bad upon their Blearts a fenfe of the word 

of God, and that they did ufe Seeret Prayer &c. But 
how fhould fich ‘things be known concerning 

them withouc Enquiry into their Spirgtugl State ! 
Chamier commends the Stridtnef§ 4 

ufed in the Primitive Times, in Ex-  Chamiey de 

| Aminixg chofe that defired to Joyn Bapeifino L.§. 
tothe Chuch, #e quantum fiert pote- 4p. 15. 

| %# lateant Simones, that fo Sion — 


Magus may not creep into the Church, ifiewere | #@ 
| poflible to prevent it. Luther did at lft forrow- \ge 


| fully bewail ic, That he began his Reformation with 
loch Promifevous Admiffions to the Table of the 
‘Lord, heartily wifhing, that he had Taught and 
 Pradtifed {uch a Church Difcipline, as that which 
_ Was proiefied by the Bohemian Brethren, Chemmitius 


B ; . wilheth 1e 
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wifheth that the Strigtne(s ufed among the: ind | } 
—entsin the Probation of Communicants ‘were re- | 
ftored and revived in the Churches of the Refor- } 


mation. His Godly defire and hope that in Time 





it will be fo, is approved of by Gerbard | in his com: | 


mon place, Be Sacra Cena. 

- Sonne of thofe that are called Preshyreiti fully | 
| concur with us, as to the Substance of what we 
plead for. . When Mr. Norton in his An{wer unte 
Apollinins, does aflerc, That four things are to be 


| 


reqaired of chofe,that ‘defire Admiffion intoChurch-~ 


Fellowlhip. x. “A Confeffion of Faith. 2. A De- 
claration of thetr Experience concerning a Work of Faith. 
3. A-blamelefs Con: ver{ation. 4. Profefled. “Subjett- 
aon to the Gofpel, and the order of ie. That. 
‘Learned and worthy Profeffor of Divinity, in the 
Univerfity of Leyden, Dr. Hornbeck, 

Hornbeck E- declares his Concurrence with him | 


q 
qj 
a 
y 


a 


~ pistola ad Du- . therein, and that, in thefé Particu- | 


reegne Pp. 299+ Jats: thofe of. the ‘Congregational — 
way, agres. with fome other Refor- 
med Churches. To my certain knowledge, Emi- 


nént Minifters of the’ Presbyterian Perfwafion, in | 
London, Examine their Communicants ( before ; 


_ they admit them to partake with them, ‘at the 
Lords Table ) concerning their Faith and Repen- 
tance. And fo ( notwithftanding what is pleaded | 


for by the Godly Learned Mr, Rutherford ) fome | 


do in Scotland, as divers worthy. Minifters of se | 
sNation, have ‘aflured me. 
The Dilierence as to this Matter, between a 


) 


i} 
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| Presbyterian and a Congregational man, ( who are 
neverthelefs United Brethren) is this. There is no 
Congregational man, but he reports to the Church — 
} fomething of what the perfon defiring Commu- 
-nion with them, has Related to him; which the 
Presbyterian does not, only Declares his own fatis- 
 faétion, and giveth the Brethren a Liberty to ob- 
W ject againft the Converfation of the Admittendi, 
1 know Presbyterians, who are ftri@er in their Ex- 
| aminations and Admiffions, than fome Congrega- 
tional men. It appears therefore, that fuch Enqui- 
| ries into the Spiritual Eftate of them, who are to 
be Admitted unto full Communion, in all the Or- 
—dinancegof the Golpel, is no Singular or Novel 
| Praétice : Nothing but what is confirmed by Re- 
verend Antiquity, and has been ftrenuoufly Affert- 
ed by the Great Reformers, both of the former, 
and this prefenc Age. Whether the Brethren, as 
wellas the Elders fhould not be concerned as. 


| Fudges, concerning the Qualifications of thofe. @ 


whom they Receive into their Communion, is a | 
f nother Quefion, which I fhall not here enlare up- ( 
f on. Itis certain, that in the Primitive Ages of |) 
the Church, they had that Liberty; otherwife 
’ Cyprian would never have faid, Vix Plebi.per{uadeo 
ut. Tales patiantur admitti, &c. And-ellewhere con- (mm 
-Feffed his Obligations, and Refolutions, Nihil fine |% 
H confen|u plebis, privata fententia gerere. , \ J 
It is allo certain, chat chis is an avowed princi- 
} ple of all who are efteemed Congregational In 
} the Declaration of the Faith and Order owned 
ie | 1 Am es cee ai 0: 3 
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and pradifed in Congregational Churches in England, iz: 
agreed and confented unto, by their Elders and | 
Meflfengers, in their Meeting at the Sevoy, O&ob. | 
12.1658. They declare, That the Members of Par- !\ 
_ ticular Churches are Saints by calling, wvifibly mani« 
felting their Obedience to the Call of Chrift, who be- ' 
ing further known to each other by their Confeffion of | 
» Faith wrought in them by the Power of God, declared ‘| 


by shemfelves, or otherwife manifefted, confent to walk 


together according to the appointment of Chriff. 1 
have known many in England of that ways but 
never any that did nor concern the Brethren as 
well as chemfelves, to be judges of the firnefs of 
thofe who have defired to be received into their © 
Church, 


[ 


Communion. It is evident, that the 
( and hot the Officers only ) have power given 


them by Chrift to Judge who are meet to be put 
7, ont of their Commuuion. Math. 18.17. 1 Cor, © 
|. g-12. Then they muft needs have che like pow- - 
_ fas to thofe chat are to be taken into their Com- © 


munition. Ejufdem eff poteftatis conftituere.et deftity. 


ere,is 2 known received Axiom. If the whole 
Church has power to Fudge of the Repentance of 


one that is to be Re admutted, then of the Reper- 


| tance of one that is to have his fr Admifion. 
But the Apoftle fpeaks to the Courch, and not to | 
the Ofigers only to reftore the penitent Corsntbias 


to their Communion. 2 Cor. 2.8. Again, If the 
whole multitude of Difciples have power to Judge 


whether perfons are qualified with that Wifdom | 
and Grace as to be meet for Office-Relation in the 
Church, then they have power to Judge cencern- 4 


> 
ee 4 
ae ee . ee 

























The Epiftle Dedicatory, = ss 8G 





t th 

| ihe Argument is @ majori ad minus. They that 
Ihre meet Fudges in a greater matter, much more in 
that which 1s /e/s. But the former is clear from 
she Scripture. Acts. 6.2, 3, 4.. For further fatis- « 
Faction in this point, Mr. Norton, and Mr. Shepard 
may be confulted, wich that man of vaft Reading 
end Learning, Mc. Robert Parker. - 

| Thefe things I have fuppofed to be proper for 
me to Write to you the Church of Chrilt in Cam- 
ridge ; not as doubting of your Sredtaftnefs in the | 
Truth to this day proteffzd and practifed by you, 
but as defiring that thofe who {hall fucceed you, 
may continue to walk therein ; & that fo | might 
eftify, the peculiar Refpe&,that I do ( and ought 
fo ) bear unto you, on the account of the Unde- 
lerved Love, which all of you have manifefted 
towards me. Five years are not expired, fince 
you were pleafed unanimoufly to Invite me to Ac- 


























inwillingnefs of the Dear People among whom 
I. have been Labouring in the Gofpel for the {pace 
bf Thirty fix years, that I fhould leave them,~1in 
confideration with fome other Obftacles; kept me 
from complying with that your loving motion. 
WNeverthelefs, I cannot bue whillt I Live, have a 
WDear AffeQion for you, and know nor how to 
exprefsit more, than by Endeavouring what in 
ime lies, that you, and your Childien after you, 
| may be Gonfirmed in thofe wayes of the Lord, 
which your Fathers, and your felves too, have ex- 
Iperienced fo much of His Prefence in. Andat 

















he Knowledge and Grace of Communicants: | 


Kept of the Pafforal Office over vou. But the (fe 
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have alfo cinders that you are fi aati a | 
cumftanced, in that there are Refiding with you, | 
* the Sons of the Prophets, whofe Eftablibbment i in the. 
 prefent. Truth, 1 am more ,than any man in. the | 
- “World, under an “Obligation to promove, and E 
certainly know ( not altogether without an erat 
Senfe of it) that the Son of God, will ere Jong | 
Enquire of me, whether I did, in this ma eter, | 
Difcharge my Duty, according to his Eypectettnay| 
to whom I mutt be accountable concerning the | 
Improvement of whatever Talents or Opportuni- 
ties to Serve His Interefts, He has or fhall Truft | 
me with, whilft I am in this World. — 
A few words let me further fpeak to you, wha 
belong to thar Nurfery, for Religion and Learning, | 
which has for a long time been the Glory, not ‘of; 
Cambridge only, but’of New. England. Sixteen years ° 
will this Summer be Lapfed fince God, by His | 
Providence, devolved the Prafidentfhip of that So. i 
ciety into my Hands, to manage it®( fo far. as my | 
Infu sFenes for fuch a Service will permit ) fer the: 
Ends, which He (and our Fathers, as His. Iuffrue | 
mets) cid at firft Ere@& a Colledge in New England | 
pret 3 s which was chiefly, that {fo Scholars might | 
here be Educated for the {pecial Service of Chrift) 
and HisGhurches, in the Work of the Miniftry; and) 
that they might be fea afoned in their Tender years ¢ 
with fuch Pranciples : as reat their Blefled Proge- * 
nitors into this Wildesneis. What my Sollicitudes * 
‘for this have bee in both Enclend is known to 
~Him, who faid to the. Churches, I kuow your works, © 
vi here i isno One Thing of me Consens 
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Kco'thefe’ Churches, in prefent‘and aftey-times,that 
Hthe Profperity of that Society. They cannot fub- 
F4ft wichout a Colledge. ‘There are at this day 
Ingt above Two. or Three of our Churches bus 
(what are fupplyed from thence. Nor are the 
#Gharches like to continue pure Golden Candlefticks, 


| 











Apoftate. Ut the Fountain be corrupted,How fhould 
thewStreams be pure, which fhould make Glad the 
City of God 2? How fhould Plants of Renown {pring 
up from thence, if the Colledge it {elf become a 
Degenerate Plant 2° You that are Tutors there, have 
a Great Advantage pnt into your Hands ( and I 
pPray God give you Wiidom to know it :) to pre- 
vent it. “The Lord hath made you Fathers to ma- 
Any Pupils. You will not deny, but that He- has 
made me a Father to you. Takes my Recommen- 
dation, that brought you into that Station, And 
therefore, as my ‘Foy will be the Greater ro fee you 
fAcquit your felves Worthily, fo my earnett Sollict- 
tudés for it muft needs be the more, on that “Ac- 
gcount. There aremany.( I believe, you wifh you 
could fay fo of all of them) who were once un- 
der your Tuition, that do worthily in Epbratab,and 
are like to he famous in Bethlebem, for which you 
ought to ( and I doubt not but you do )° humbly 
B Blefsthe Lord; That you (and they who fhall fue- 
ceed you ) may be yet. Greater Blefings, Let me | 
Commend unto you the Example of this Bleffed 
} Man, whofe Life is here defcribed. When Ferom 
phad confidered the Life of Hitariom, he Refclved 
| ilarion fhalk be the Champion, whom I ails follow ! 
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if the Colledge, which thould fupply them, prove | 
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Say each of you, Mitchel, ( once a Tutor in Har | 
_ ward Colledge) fhatl be the Example, s»bom I wil | 

Jmitate ! You will fee in the Story of his Life,thae | 
he did not only Inftrué his Pupils in the Kuow- ( 
ledge of the Tongues and Arts, but that he would | 
fometimes difcourfe them about the Spiritual Eftate. : 
of their Immortal Souls. Such Private Perfona} I 
Inféructions, are many times more Effectual to Con- 
werfion than Publick Sermons. Some very worthy |, 
Perfons who were once his Scholars, have a Living { 
Remembrance of his Words ,to this Day. Others : 
of them are new with him in Glory, blefling God , 
to Erernity, whofe Providence difpofed them uns | 
| der fach a Ttor. Famous Dr. Prefton chofe rather. ; 
to Live in Cambridge, than in any place in Eug- ; 
band, becaufe by Reafon of the Univerfity there, he 
had an Opportunity, Now modo dolare Lapides fed | 
. Architettos, to prepare Builders for the Houle of God. ) 
The Angels in Heaven would not think it beneath | 
them, to be employed in fo Great a Work and. 
Sexvice for the Churches of Chrift as that which | 
Infinite Grace has call’d you unto. If you follow ; 
thofe, that have gone before you ( Witebel in 
ohooh as they have followed Christ, your; 


) 





; 


ames will be Precious & Honourable like theirs, 
& you thall Live after you are Dead,as they nowdo. | 
. \As for you that are the Students in the Colledge = | 
[have often ( as you know ) in my Difcourfes a-, 
mong you, Exhorted you above all things to Stxe: 
dy Cbrift, and to be mindful of, The One Thing Ne- | 
ecfary. Gifts without Grace will be of no Avail 
unto you at laft. You may excel in Knowledge, 
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and | yet be of all in the world the moft miferable, 
and molt like to the Devils, as a Converted Indian 
ii faid concerning fome Scholars. You know 
that many Philofophers who were Heathen excel- 
Hed in chat which is called, Humane Learning. And 


Hfo have fome Popifh Authors ( Fefuites efpecially ) 


idone, whole Books have been very Edilying to 
others. I muft confefs, that as to that fmaall mea- 
lure of Ruowledge which I have attained unto, I 
have, (for fome part of it ) been beholden to the 
pDivine Providence for the Works of Ruciolus, 
[Galsrachius, and others of that Fraternity, who 

ere very Learned men, though Enemies of the 


: True Proteftant Religion. Knowledge then without 


Chrift and Holine/s, will never bring you to Hea- 
ven. One has written a Book, De Salute Aristote 
ss; And another, De Animabus Paganorum ; ene 

deavouring to prove, that the Philofophers who 
[Krew not the Only True God, nor Fefus Chrift, have 
[ternal Life. Let fach and all other Pelagian and 
|trminian Principles be far from you. But do not 





think that ic is enough, if you be Orrbedox, in the 
I Fundamental Points ot Religion. It was noc (I can 


ture you ) on any fuch Account that ‘your. Ea- 


Wehers followed Chrift into this Wilderne{s, when it 


} : Ii you degenerate from the 
Order of the Gofpel ( as well as from the Faith of the . 


vas @ Land not fvwn, 


WGo/pel) you will juftly merit the Name: of AA poe 
Wfrates, and of Degenerate Plants. And fach Dege- 
yheracy in the Children of New-England, and molt 
of all in youwill be worle, than in any Children 

ta the world, If any of you fhall prove fuch, Re- 
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Af Head of Fofepd, and of them who were Sepa” 


_ kept the Charge of my Saniéuary, they {hall enter into ! 





1y 4s near 


us 
; 





that Scripture verified, where the Lord fays, The’) 
Levites that are gone far from me, when Ifrael went 
aftray, they {hall not come near unto me, to do the Of- 
fice of a Price? unto me, but the Sons of Zadok thak 


—— 








my Santiuary, and they {hall come near to my Table 

to Minifter unto me! Ezek. 44. 10,16. Let me Re- } 

commend unto you the weighty words of my moft | 

dear aad worthy Friend and Predeceffor, Mr, | 

Oakes, once your Learned Prefident, which he deli- ; 

vered (and afterwards Printed) on a very folemn | 

Occafion. He {peaketh to you thus. Confider ! 

(faith he) what will be the End of ’ 

In hisEleéti- “ Receding or making a Defecfion from 
on Seymon on the W ay of @hurch Governnsent efta- | 
Deut. 32. € blithed amongit us. I profefs, I look | 
sete 44 upon the Difcovery and Settlement 
"| * of the Congregational Way, as the) 7 

* Boon; the Gracnity, the largenefs of Divine, | 
** Bounty, which the Lord gracioufly beftowed 7 
“‘ on His People that followed Him into chis Wil- ; 
* dernefs ;.and a great part of the Bleffing on the 
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! oh Epiftle Dedicatory, sa ae ssh 

I rate pier their Brethren. Thefe Good. People 
* that came over, fhewed more Love, Zeal, and. 
Affeétionate Defire of Communion with God im 

| “pure Worfhip and Ordinances, and did more in 

1° Order to it than ‘others, and the Eord did more’ 

4 for them than for any people in the world, in 
1° fhewing them the Pattern of His Houle, ‘and 

i the true Seriptural. way of Church Government 

: and Adminittrations. God was certainly in a 

© more than ordinary way of favour prefent with -— 

i his Servants, in laying of our Foundations, and in — 

I feling the way of Church Order according to the. 
« Will and Appointment of Chritt, ‘Confider. 

é what. will be the (ad z{/ue of Revolting from the 
. ‘way fixed upon, to one Extream or to another, 
FF whether ic. be to Preshyteriani[m or Bromensfrrs as 

‘ for. the Presbyterians, it mult be acknc ywledged, , 

I‘ chat there are among them. as: Pious, Learned, 

I Sober, Orthodox men, a$ the World affords s 8 
* chat there is as much of the Power of Godtinefs a 
mong that parry, and of the Spirit of thegood — 
Old Puritans, as among any people in the» 

| World. And for their way of Church Govern 

W ment, it mult be confeffled, that in the Day of it, 

Kit wasa very conf derable ftep’ to Reforiatitl ; 

i The Reformation tn K. Edwards days was then a Blef ' 

| I fed Work. Aud theReformation of Geneva € Scotland, 

Iwas then alarger ftep, and in many Refpects purer (ete 

‘the other. Amd for my part I fully believe that theCon= 

I gregational way far exceeds both, and is the Highest ftep 

Hthat hasbeen taken towatds Reformation, and forthe 

i* Subftance of it, itis the very me way, that was efta- 

| ‘ blithed & practi in the Piimsrive Times, according to - 
















at ae The Epiftle Dedicatory. % i | 
“the Inftitution of Jefus Chrift._ I muft needs fay, that Bj, 
“{ thould look upon ‘it, as a fad Degeneracy, if we fheuld | 
- “leave the £004 old way, fo far as to turn Councsls& Synods } 
“into Claffes 8 Provincial Afembliesand there fheuld be | 
“uch a Laxnefs in Admiffion of Members to Communion, as | 
“ is pleaded for, and prakiifed by many Presbyterians, © El. | 
* ders flould manage all themfelves in an Autocratorical 
** way, to the Subverfion of the Liberty & Priviledge of 
® the Brethren, Thus Mr, Oakes. As for that Excel Cnt | 
“dy Learned & Holy Man Mr. Charles Chauncey, who for 
many years Prefided over Harvard-Colledge, none of you | 
who now belong to that Sociery can remember him But: 
you have heard what his Dying Charge to his Sons € who | 
through Grace tread in their Fathers Steps) was, in his. 
Lait Will S Teftament, which you may {ee Publifhed 
With his Life, in due time. He that is now your Prefi- | 
dent--- 4 longe fequitur veftigia femper adorans 3. yet is 
willing not to Evercor undermine the Foundation, Which | 
his Blefled Predeceffors, have layed, but tq Build thereon. | 
I remember Buchanan ( who was Tutor to K: Famesl. Y) 
in the Preface to his Baptiftes, which he Dedicates to that. 
K; fayes, That the Reafon why he did fo, was, ‘ That 
** in cafe He fhould through the Influence of Evil Ceun- | 
**fellors, or from any other Caufe, be Guilty of Male-‘ 
** Adminiftration in His Government, after Ages fhould. 
*“ know, that the Blame ought to be Imputed not to His 
“Tutor, but to Himfelr. So let me fay, If you the Stu- f 
dents in Harvard-Colledge, or any of you, fhall deviate : 
and degenerate from the Holy Principles and Praéices of | 
your Fathers, the World thall know, and Pofterity fhall 4 
know, That the Reafon of it, is not for want of being 
otherwite inftrudted by your Prefent, as well as by Fors | 
Met Prefidenrs. | 
«May yz. 
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T ds : Reporte concerning the. Anci- 
ent Pbrygians, that when a Prief ex- 
epee, among them, they Honoured 
him with.a: Pillar Ten Fathom high, / 
‘ whereon they placed his Dead Body, \ &% 
Ss Sif 7 were to continue, after his Dearb, from 2 
ASR Inftructing of the People. Nor cana AG- /2 
| Pifeer of che Gofpel have any mere Honourable 
WEuneral, than Thar, by which his Inftruétion of =| 
the People, may be moft continued unto the Peo. 
ible, after His Expiration. But I may wichoue any tC 
Danger of A4ijtake, vencure to affirm, That there | 
Fee Eafily be sour a Miniiter of the ria mi 


























ee ene en 






¢ 


pemnaeiooreensie he 
me earners 


,. J f | 
oe ee ors, 


SR IIIS Fe ES RIO 


Bey 


' 


Worthy man; for whom Stacics “of ‘Corinthian y 
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‘STis iowete @iinreds ait Honour, to the’ 

Town “as ‘Halifax 10 york fhire, that the famous | 
Sohn de Sacro Bol’ “Apathor! of | the well Kaown , 
‘Treatife, De Speere, was born theye 5 this Town ; 
(wMas, NO lefs Honoured by, irs, being tt ‘the Place | of 
Birth co curno lels worthyly favo s Fonathanr., 
aPicetet she Atithor of a better Yreatife, OF Hea- \ 
ven, who being defcended (as. a printed. Account | 
long fince ha‘s cold us ) of Pious and Wealihy: Pa- i 
yents, here drew his fiult Breath, in tig year ee 
The. precife Day of his Birch a3 dott, nor isit worth | 
‘while for us:t0 caguire by an Aftrelogica ab Caleu- 
dation ; what Adpect the Sters had “upon ‘his Birth el 
he Father | 
was in the Horofeopes ‘Chriftan the Mid Heaven,the 
Spirit in’ the! Sixth: Huufe » Repéntaisce,\| Fash; and - 
Lover in the Eighth » ean in. choy Tove! fob, an Bgers 
gal FLippine/s, Uy BEES Satupe can datt any mali ig= 
nant Rav C5. a Ber cy violate: zite ; Father: OF. bis Flefl, : 
was endeavoifin eas rd rake binn Learned: bya: pro- 
‘per Educaion, che Fat hei lof Spirits; nfed: sthe, Me: | 
ihre of -Grace ca: WaKG picheieatiens ee | 
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: fore Feavour, which had like tovhave made the 
renth year of his Life, the” Laf, but then fettled ~ | 
in his Arm, with fuch Troublefome Effe@s, that ~ | 
bis Arm grew, and-kept, alittle bent, and he coulda 1% 
never {tretch ‘it out ‘Right,, un his Dying Day. ~ 
| And upon this Accident he afterwards wrote. this 
B Reflection; Thus the Lord fought to make me Seri- 
45 C06} when will’it once be!) by fteeping my firfth 
4 Extrance into years of Underftanding, and into the 
| Changes of Life, and my fivft motions to. New-Eng- 
Bland, iz Eminent axd S pecial Sorrows, Now. hist 
| Firft Motions to New England, mentioned in this 
Reflection, invite-us to Haften unto that part’ of 
ur Hiftory, which is to Relate, thatwhis Parents 
were fome of thofe Exemplary Chrifians, -which: 
by the Uncon{cionable {mpofitions and Periecations: 
ofthe Englith Hierarchy upon the Conjcicuees .of. 
People, as,Remarkable ter True Chriftianity, as. 
qany in the Realm, were driven out of ic. dn the: 
year 1635, the Ship, which <brengbt :oven) Mr 
PAichard. Mather; and many more of thofe, Puritans; 
which had iound the Church of ‘England; then’ 
Agoverned by fuch an Afembly of Treacherous men, 
| (a Faction to whom that Name; Ze Ghurch of 
England never truly; belonged) thac.they were pue 
P pon wifhing wich the Perlecured Prophet, Ob! 
| that lbad in the'Wildernels a Lodging place of ways 
Waring men! was further enriched by having on: 
WSoard our Fonathar, chan 4 Child about Pleven 
jp cars of Age. 5, whole, Parents, with much Cifficul- 
Wy and Retolucion carried him umo Brifol to take 
t oe C a ship- 
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Came — — — z —EeE— 
F 4 Raecs ‘ 


@s The Liat eo 


‘of his Hine&. “On che Coait of New England,they | 
~ Were delivered irom a moft eminent and amazing 
hazard of perifhing, wa moft ‘horvible Tempeft + 







‘Sermon from Ea dans Joh. §. 14 Sin no 


ee Soul of chis Tung. Dijeiple 
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: : ' weil as England, was a part of Old adam's Worlds 


\ 
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BY 


Worldly Vamtées and: V enavions > and thar'a Wisdere 
nes was axPlace,.where Témiptativm was to be met. 
withal. All his-Kamily, aad che Fonathan of the 


the Winter after their ‘firtt Arrival ‘at Chariftown, 
and the Scareity then affi@ing ‘the Countrey, ad- 
ded unro the Afli@ions ot: their * “Sicknefs. Res 


"wings were theresConfumed by Fire, and fome o- 


~ Say broek, and the next Spring - ‘unto ct ee field, 
upon Connesbitut River: by which he Loft’ yet: 


em pt te ee 
oe Nan 
~ * al 





ippivg there? Mile he was not yet. “Recovered © * 


ig Ipon which. Deliverance Mr. Mather Pieached 3 


more, leaft a worle thing eome'unie thee > whereby | 
~ furcher {mpreflions o1 Ser ioufuefs were mace upon : 


Saxe America as well as Europe, New: England ‘gs! 5 


+ well ftocked every where, wich the Zborns of : 
- Familyy wich the Reft, were vilited wien Sickte/s, | 


moving ta the Towa of Concord» his® greater “nat \ 
“pers continually became fmater there, his Begin 


“ther Loffes befe] him in: the Digerer ree of that. 
Wincer. Lhe nexc Summer he Removed unto* | 


more of his Pofleilions, ‘and plunged himfclf into. | 
other Troubles. “Towards: the Clofe of” that) 
hong * hades a eh inlaw, Slain af she. Pequot In- 

URTED TOMTONS ¢ eage i | 


atta | 
‘ | 
: | 












































| “pa aes i 
1 spol Mr. Fonathan Qpitehel.. - 437. | 
Hl dians s and the Reft of the Winter. they Lived 3 it 7 
uch, tear of their ‘Lives from. thofe Bar bat jansy- a 
and many. of his Catrel were deftroyed, and his 
| Eftare unto the value of fome Hundreds of Ponads 
was. damnified. A Sballop,, w hich he {ent Ute. 
the River's mouth was taken, and Tanned | by the 
Pequozs, and “Phree men in: the Veilel, Slain, in 
all of whom he was nearly. cencerned : So. that 
indeed the Fequot- Scourge tell more on this Fami> 
| dy,, than on any other.in the Land. » Alserward | 
there arofe unhappy. Differences. in the place: where 
} he. Lived, wherein he-was an Agtagoni/P againft 
} fome,of the Prancipal Per[ons im the. place, and | 
| hereby be that had hitherto, Lived. sm. precious  Bi- 
i freem with, Good wien, wherever ke came (as a Re-- 
cord, B have feen, teflities concer ning him’) new 
fuffered,much in bis Esfee among many fuch 
men, as.*tis uftial in-foch Conrentions, and he met 
} with many other Injuics: For which Cantes, he 
aransferred himielf, with his Interelts, unto Scam- fag 
ford in. the Colony of New: Havin. Flere’ bis 
Houle, Barn and Goods were again Confumed @& 
by, Fires, And much Intergal Diftre/s if and ag 
| ‘companied | thefe. Humbling Dilpeniations. At 
Mi aft, that Afoff Horrible of . Difeafes, the Stone, ar- (ge 
gghes him, and he. underwent untpeakahle Do | 
‘Yours from it, until the year 1645. when he went Ba 
, unto. his Reit, aljone the Fitty atth, Year or fay i 
Nee ia 
50 WA odd. 5 Ainouets the Good Spirit of Goud. gave |e 
hao Fonarban to Improve much in Holy Dilpoti- Hm 
3 tions | Wa 
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| dons while he was yet a Youth 
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a ) great Capacity, and efpecially of Mr. Adather, 
}}) © wash whom he came into: New-England, he Re-- 4 
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1 .§ 05. Bat betore.wecan; fairly Arrive to tbat 
I part of our Srory, de will besas projradies.as meceffary| 
I] for.us,-to Obferve rhe,Steps. whereby God made, a 
} him @veat. .Thetlaculies ot Mind, with whiclt, 2 
the, God. that. Forms the. Spixite of xmansyentiched, iam 
| him, were very, Notable. Hehadia:Clean-Heeds 
| a Copious. Fancys,a Solid; Fadgmenty ai Tenacsoust 
Memory, .2n4 a.Cerrain -Bifcretion, ‘without anyi 
1 Childifh La(chete, or Levity ini lis Behaviours 
} which commanded Refoec& ‘from @bithaceiewed 
1} him s.So thatie might be faid-of bimtasat ence (Be 
\) was of a Great sPerton, invthe Edetith Nation / Be 
— Theycrbat knew hunfrim_a Child, never ‘knew bir ae 
I] any other than a Ment Under thee Advantages’ | 
HO whs i Herd Stallat, and he Ao°Profpered “th 
his WAGER Bae Siides, that He becime a.Scho- 
Lat oP Wasimtarioas, pot far frown the Fin? Mage. f 
tides, Recommended by which Qualifications, it 
eo Cra uaa was 
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| ‘was not long before he was Chote, 2 Fallow of | 
d | the:Colledge.' But the main Strokes of his Calledge:' | 
Bi) Zaft chat thal Single oue'for' my Readers! Ob-' | 
)— Aervation, are of yet an higher Charader. Know" : 

\ 
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ie n, that‘as it'was'his own Counfel to. his Bros 
i ther, be Writing of lometimes your former and pres “3 
| fet Life, would be'a Thing of Endlefs Ufe, thus it. 
7) was‘his' manner, whilft ‘in the Colledge,» to keep a. 
§ brie Diary, written inthe Latine. Tongue, whicty! 
i) «be wrote indeed fluently and ‘handfomely ; and” | 
Ww : q ftom a part of this Diary, by him’ Entitaled, Fite 
nae ; _ Hypomnemata, happily’ fallen into ‘my Hands; T° 
se, thal! note fome’few Remarkablés. 2) Mae =| 
0 CS He'kept’'a ftri@ Eye ‘upon: his Juterior State, 
Before Gods and “upon thé’ Difpofitions’ of his! ; 
a Heart, as well in Sacred, as in Civil Entertain- 
- ments: but with an Extreme Severity of Reflection 
upon himéelf, ‘when'\perhaps, at the: fame time | 
. the Severe? Spectator: upon Earth: befides, would 
_ have judged everything in him worthy: to ‘ave: 
Been Admired, rather ‘than 'Cenfared. ° He -would — i 











| Record fuch Things asthefe ~ 9 : 
One Time, PRE Sai ceat Ma iss ich! | cages | 
Aner preeandum, Deus'ab © 1p my Prayer, God was, 

 “Infipido ace Défelato © Corde july withdrawn’ fromy my 
. pute ab fuit, ut me( guoni- | Unlavoury and ‘Defolate’ 
= Fil magis necefvarium)) humi-| Heart,..that fo: He might), 
a = tharet Nam aliter \( fi paulo. | Humble me.; than which - . 
| melius. aliquando fe habeat \ { 


a : there.is nothing more need=- 
€or ) eft in me, quod propla- .ful for me. For etherwile 
ea wa Spirituals’ Superbia tstil- 







‘Cif, my Heart be at any. ) 
‘'time'in a litclebetterframe)) 


a 





ye 


“* 


| 
| 
| ia hom tameninde non- 
‘ Py 
es 


- 4 


At anieiee ten? 


+4 


per ipriokso: \dnvewpuis | 


‘}e malto Stupore, ef omulta | 
wiitate Oppletus fim 5° alix 


4 tamen vi iguerant Snfpiria. 
Deus “non wifus es me om 
Ino abdicare, fed paula 

om fecit’s utinam.tenuifem 


foviftem Defidéria, “gue 


en acvendit. 


ads rye et 


‘At otethas time, 


Locum communem, habui ; CP. 


i abstinut a Secreta Super- 
t 34 Licet turpiffima vanitas. 
aime ( qua nunguam non 
nia mea venenantur ) me 
tam Deo, . proftravifer , 


icter alia méa peccata, que 


> infra vermes pentint, Ne- 
e = fane unduam- ‘aliguid aut 
\-io aut dico, unde’ plus: pie 
rts quam Honoris, ‘mili non 
Wcitur, fi omnia meewm per- 
ndos eb Dewi Yolet femper 
Hie relinguere, ‘unde me 


| alte ee mye af ‘pude- 


ian 


Mr. Jonathan” aitehel. 


othere is that in'me,: “which 
ysitickied with Sprritaal. — 
‘Pride 


| i ‘from hence. more . Excited’. 


‘God-ward. 
Lwas prefnt ata private 
Faftywhere I. wasfilled with’ 
much Sortifhnefs & Vanity + 
| Yet 1 had - fome pene 
ola & God feemed not 

i= | wholly td caft meioff, but 

_tnade me'a little Betrer: cebiaite 
‘1 was before. I wifh L had’ 

| Retained & Cherifhed the 
Defires,; which : He: ees 
Enkindled !. Los oidw 

I: -onnbnnalitedly E 

‘could Scarce abftain from. 

\ Secret Pride ; altho’ 2 very 
‘bafé Vanity of mind ( with. 

which every. thing of mine 
|i8 poifor’d ! ) had laid me 

‘Yow in theDuft beforeGod ; 


| befides: my. otherSins, which. 


Jay. me lewer than’ the very 
Worms of the Dutt... But 
indeed, | never Do or Say, 


jany thing, from. whence 
ithere arifes not: more -of 
Shame than of Honour to 


mest T- Gonfider’ all 


{things ; & God ules “inall © 
 Tever'to leave fometthing, by - 
| which He makesimeyat leaft 
“afhamed of my fel = # I 


enon Sa 


* Neverthelefs. [was 


* 
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oednaaae sass 


* r “Colla, Elarébtis)~ nse 
Swile quibufdam Ladle ca 


osAdibam. Boftonium, et i- 
bi Libereatem Civilem: -aboe™ 


i pls fed. Cx ses acre Leve: 


Ck: Infipidum Cor. 


tty, 
|  elaat | 


» Liberins quam. prudentius 
locuraus' sums aig 


ta <7 
"s bam ie 7% 


oo Againt Helaid up*the more Beat va 





unto ‘Merry Tal 5 with) 
; ey: L Bee +4 fome of my: Friend: SresA. 
#4 Cathe. time, PboOy 
there nn Liber 
Bur. from fuch 
ments. my: ew 
* | light and hope ers: 
+ Ar another, .. “ | 
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I went unto Bofton, and 


“.difcourted. fome things’ 


= < ai 





fates which touched him, in the Serrhons that he. 
heard Preacheéd; or. in other moré” “ptr vate a afd, 
vfeful: ‘Conferences, and the Re lutions which he: 
thereupon, asked the. ‘help. of f leaven weet 





fepuiy 


He would Record. Sach. Things ; as tele. 


“One ‘Time... 
Kkimaliquid apud Devm' 
fea excitavit: ase 
ConcionsMagittri: Shepars| 
di, Tremenda plane CF pre 
: fantiff ma.  Docuit® Alt: 


gtios' ‘effe gui videbtur Ya 


venir et Servar7i 4 Chrafte 


Fee me terrebant ( at wii 


a7. r 
k +h ite? Be eet | He Oe Fs oF we | > 


| terrified me, 
nar. vinpina haverent-\s +); 
he. ‘ hantarmas viderersi via) 





ste Rey 
I je is ic Sana ok 
my. Spirit, be ore. 

a.terrible & ee cllat ea 

mon of Mr..Shepards ana 
kened me..\~He taught,tha 


there are.fonie who feem;to} 
be; found). dand.Sav’d, a 
| Ghrift,. and. yet. coferwangld 


‘et tamen. poftea pereumt, 


Rhefe.things) 
(and I wifhg 
they had fuck faft in me!), 
left 1 3 only feem 7 


they. perifhe: 


elon 


3 


hee 
| | . 
bit ¥ i ne ad. mortem 
ts fie pergerems Rogavi 

am,* ut mer Mifertus 
bam TEHB, ‘ageret. da | 
| otke muito padore, apna 
J ee fufinfus eram, quod 


Fenus nibil in: Medita: | 


phe © -quotidiana fece. 
a, & bine ‘ceecus et ig 
: rus. in ‘Divinis, extra 
ipl, et fine Deo, per 
| regras Septimanas. wins. 
| fam. Status. Me-| 
| fandi- Opus; \.quotid ies ur- 
re, quod ante bac aliquo- 


ibs. atic, fed; ben) ‘Pro- 


Mofet Deus. Ab, Quot er 
: anata “ [ewe potailfern: de 


Woo, fi ferius. et conftans in 
i a fee bs 
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ws 
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i At another time, 


a 


D. Shepardus bilo me 
vewits 
Wieabant Cogitationes, de. 
Wanda mea miferia, qua 
ye PSE fine Redemptione, 








| Mr. Jonathan _BWitehel. 


-twith me. 


Mla Noéte . Seria 


43. 
belong:unto Chriff, and lef, 
I fhould thus gQ,.on unto, 
Death. ‘1 Beg’d. of God, 
that He would have mercy. 
lon me, and acconiphith the 
whole} work of His Grace 
for ine..That Nighe I’ was: 
covered with no litle thane,” 
| becaufe I had:hirherto.dene: 
‘in ama nner, nothing ‘at the. 
I workeof DAILY MEDI= 
|'Ta TION, and hence. h, 
“had lived Blind, and Igno. 
thrant in Divine ‘Things, a. 
| ftPanger ro my felf, & with-. 
out'God, for whole Weeks 
together. Inow. Refol¥ed, 


| - every Day to urge the Bottles 
fita widlari « nde: “fite - 5 


ofMEDITA TION; which 
heretofore: I have: ‘alten Res 
folved, but alas,.d.have’ Via 
lated my. purpotes ; wb 
‘which caules God is Abery, 
| Ah ! How. mas. 
‘ny, how Attshey "Things of 
God’ tight TP havéunder-’ 
ftood, if [ had been Serious® 
and Conftant in MEDI- “ 
TATION Nocions 
Mr. Shepard Preached 
emofk profitably; That 
night, l was followed. With, 
‘Serious Thoughts; Of my. 
Inexpreffible mifery, where 


ty ae 
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a@ Sabbato’ aes Sibi nee mn 
Hide | Roms gone 
| Without God, 


miferrimus  pergo. 
Tria Statuebam mibi. Ob- 


fervanda, qua etiam Deo, 
ut, Te, 


commendaban, 
efficerer.. Primo, Non 
Quiere manendim in. hac 
mea conditione-; Intolera- 
bile oe, at fe ‘pergerem. 
_ Secundo, Precandum con: 
franter, i ne Languore, aut 
intermiffione, mane notte- 
que. Imploranduin Deum; 
intimis et ineffabilibus {uf 
pirits. _‘Tertio, fe Deus 


non. aufeultaverit; et quae 


‘opus [unt praftarit, in As 
_ more fuo-’ ‘manifefando, 
faltem Lugeam et Liachry- 
men, et pergam in Ama- 
ritudine Anime: fi Confo- 
“Mationem. et Pacer a Deo, 
#0n habuero, [i altems uae 


emninigbeens haotl. 


PP Fe; 


“At another times T 
meteiaris & 


“2D. “Sasi? Matherts P 


t eximie, ‘tontionatus eff, de 


~Immutabilitate Dei: Inde 
 Redarguebat' murabilitater | 


Obferve = an 3an 
ed thefe 


| my condition : > but thar : ‘| 


‘any, Intermiffion : Day 





Preached Excellenily, co y 
‘Cerning, The Cichedupes 









ay 
Redemption. Pram fh r 
I determined, “That i 
are Thin s: aie Tmuf 
se 
rT hiogs. unto ¢ 
that he would Efe&. th th 
in me. Firk ; ; That ae 


not remain quietly ; in thi 
















is Intolerable for’ Me'to | pro 
ceed as biani. © Second’) 
That 2 muft»pray con 
ftantly, without faintin B30: 
ay ant 
Night J. muft. cry. unto: tht 
Lord, with Groans. ha 
nace be uttered: Thirdly. 
sod wilt not Hear t 
noe do the. Things that ar 
needful for me, im manifelt 
ing to me His ‘Lovelet mie 
at leaft Mourn, & Weep: 
and go on in the Bitternef: 
of my Souls» Ita: fhallino, 
Sek rob and Peaee, 
es yjlet mie a 
| one ep ; 
“Mr 






sone \ 


Theft of God. Front ‘henet 





| Mr. Fonathan Mitchel. — 45° 
: Incon|tantiam Hominums he Rebuked the Changea- 
ea Deum Hac me ze- |blenels & Inconftancy of | 
Wcrunt :  Confews eram \ Men, towards God. Thefe 
ncowpantice meas Es fe | Tbings Touch'dme; for 
Mis. antirmmeque  berciilus, \1 W2sConicious to my own 
vop wie: 7 nih erculfus, Inconftancy ; and being Se- 
hie cet eure, 1D 60 Vel Houfly & Inwardly Smitten eZ 
evenrer Orabam Grati- | with the fenfe of it, 1 cat | 
a ce -Imy felf down art the Feet } 
lot God, with Vehement 
Supplications for His 
4 ©) *Bavour, it 


} 
l 
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Weis Heads furnifhed with’ other Knowledge. He 
‘ vould Record fuch things.as thefe. ‘ 

i oo” At one. Time, - ee 3 fy ove) 500 
| Aboqueban M..:Woede |. 1 {poke unto.'M. 4% a 
Malusis Negetio: Multis il- \ bout the matters of Ecemat 
qn bortabar > monebam, Salvation, I largely Exhor- 
We dirigebam, -ad-illud cy- | ed him, advifed him, di- 
anduim ne fuffocaret Convi- rected him to be mye 
Ationes,et inconfantia Deu This, that he did not Sriltte 
a7 7 | his Convictions, & mock 
err rte P recibus\IPOS | God by Inéonftancy, but 
IKAPTERHS HUbinam | beinftoxtin Prayer. with 
Guy te ‘Utinam | beinftant in Prayer. Iwith =| 
ipfe P aftaren, qué, dixt! \Yeould my felf Do, whael | am 
i Deus, {erva. ium. Fuve- \fpoke! Lord, Save tbat | gy 
qyem iS 0 | Loung man: @ 


er eee Sp . ‘ Bet p4 
i ‘ey: ea 
—" p a 
: - we ares iy 

* . 


























ae At another. time, ete 
OBS Me ‘primus: e ais 
THeis , | me polite ad Pepa ome 


iba: arses quate “pe. ( 
vaffem Lelus audivi ; eS 
(4p0d Deus. dedi a Confit 
wm addidt, ut. pergeret di- 
digenter Deum (gut; ans on to follow hard aed 
wabam. ad [equendwim De- God. I Encouraged him! 
um; dt pudebat mevAri- to tollow the Lord; but! 

Bras, sini Met. es Was afhamed of the iil 
O05 ae iri Fo get oy _ own Soul! | 
fn aot dacs “pid do dnt sel cal 
“ ‘Yea: iawn watchhit hart olay on ‘all CcLinindt 
to Obferve what Occafiors he might have to Do| 
Good among all che Scholars: 1 thafl no” more chant 
Tran{cribe: the tollowing Patfage, to intimate, 

- eNocte, inter. Scholares; “SAt Night, among the: 
mult a fitia dixt de Cognof. Scholars, “4 uttered. many | 
‘cendis Rebus Pacis No fre] Serious | "Things, about 

b9 Did 'a6¥e hina tpye ° Kroming, the Things ran 
| mpibienet: AifeatearemY ihe | | Peace am: our Day. _ 

-taat dicould my elf herein. 
{@ qienty plura. 06 ‘collocuius + but heartem to my ff { 
Sum. cum Conte bernalibus, 


The Day. fol Hekings. Tdi 
4d proband: wm, je, Deum, | | Courled. more, with, my} 


he Ser spiurds. fe \spfivs | Chamber-fell lows, to proy 
verb, Ab,ninium (er |'That there is a GOD,anc 
Pt ster \ nos ATAEO. |\thar the Scriptures are His 
SLES, et dikes Satan Word, vs Alas,?” “Atheifm | 
i Bes nictofif mes * Ti creeps in too much among® 

Usay 
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Jogifmos 10 Nonmulloram: 


Pied r wept 
Ps oreo 


ates inj 


OF] 


Wifereatis, O. Deus. Er 
Wenz me ‘@dbuc'-in-his mi-~ 
errime. tenebricafum, nec 
i vagis aliquid Rogandum, 
4am. wt- Stabiliret me que- 





Nd. Fuadamentales iffas ve- 
Witates, claramque bic. .vt, 
ones daret\)... Hine ali- 


dando ‘Occafiones, Capty 


Mr, Jonathan, .Witehel. 


jicere +»-Hoe on 


47 
us, and I fee that Satan docs. 
caic many moft Pernicious 
Reafonings into the minds ~ 
‘offome. Many Young 


SS) 
pr 


men, ‘will perifh by” this 


‘Mifchief, Except’ thou, O 
Lord God, have Mercy on 


them! 1 founa my‘felfalfo 
moft miferably ».dark in 
thefé things ; nor is there 
any. thing that Lhave more 
caufeto ask,than this; That, 


“He would Eftablifh me in 


thefé Fundamental Truths, 


Rebate TaN +4 8 Fe and give me 4 Clear Vilion 
| Mere “of them! From hence [ 
peed mon, prorf#s | fometimes do Snatch atOc- 
|| akon ideo. Utinam | ¢afions, to inculcate and il 
Weajort Cordis fenfu, ego. huftrate the Reality of, the 
Poffem Deum. predicare, | Things of God : which. 
Wed quid mirum me opple- | {eesis not altogether in'vain. 
he Tenebris, qui Oppletus Lh cou shee God, 
Be ee ty Jie. ; ith greater fenfeupon m 
| on at itches Hate Bat‘ wha waht 
: «Hig it, Gb chat’ am full. of 
i: Luftsbe alfo full of Darkne/st 
1) Reader, fee’ how impoflible it was, “for this 
HExcellent youig ‘man ‘to ‘Record. any thing. im 
his Diary, ‘without fome-ftroke of Hunidliarsos 
und Adminition to himéelfinethe Clofe of all : 
| | Phe ready" way of ‘becoming Excellent? : 
| And while he-was thus a-young man, refidi 
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[hae 


i oe 
4 % 
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a erie 


“Gn Rbe'Goldges he wold’ Tomedinnes, onthe Sa 
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_ /burdaySRetixe into’ the ‘Woods, near “the “Towrt 
and there {pend a great part of ‘the Day, in Ex 
amining of hisown Heart and ~Life, Bewailing 
‘the Evils; which made him want'the Mercies of 
God, aid Imploring the Merciés which ‘he ‘want! 
ed: of the Lord: which Cuftome of fpending 
—» Saturday, he had formerly atcended allo at South! 
* Hampton, while he was yét, but as a School Boy' 
ie theic. Moréover, it was, whilé “he thus Refided 
Sa e« at the Colledge, that his Brother David, under deep 
| Dilteffes of mind. about his Everlatting Interefts, 
addrefizd him for Countel; and our Fonathan 
then wrote unto his Brother that’ Golden Lecter, 
which-was almolt Thirty ‘years after; :publifhed: in: 
Loudon, at the End ot his Difcourfe of Glorys A 

_ Letcer whereot the famous Coslimy makes this Res 
“mark, Every Reader fenfble of Spivttuat Things, awit! 
fee. tu. written with an‘ Excellent Spirit, the ‘Spirit of’ 
God) and drawa out of bis own Experiences, and this’ 
wheg, but sewly Entiing upon bis Minitry : A Let.) 
ter, wherein he Difcovers thac Experimental: Ac-) 
quaintance withthe Operations of Sin, and of 


toe. et eRe 5 | : 
‘ , 3 
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‘J Remember; thac Alexander More judges Three 





mn 


J certain Epiftles, to be the molt Confummate Pieces, 
i that ever the World faw ; Namely, Téat of Cal- 
§ vin before his Institutions; That of Zhuanus, be- 
fore his Hiffory ; and That of Cafaubon, bfore his 
14 Polybins.. Now though this Epiftle of our young 
aj Mitchel, come not into that Cla/s, for the Em- 
¥ bellifhments of Literature, yer it has been Reck- 
oned one of the molt Confumemate Pieces, in the 
dj Methods of Addrefling a Troubled Mind. 













| | 5 6.. The Extraordinary Learning, Wi|dom, 
mGravity and Piety of this Incomparable Young © 


jpnan, caufed feveral of the moft Confiderabla 
\ 






Churches in the Countrey, to contrive how they 
might become Owners of fuch a Trealure, even 
yibsfore ever he had, by one Publick Sermon, 


brought forth any of the Zrea/ure wherewith Hea~ 
Aven had Endowed him The Church of Hart- 
Word in particular, being therein Countenanced 
pod Enconraged by the Reverend Mr. Stone, fenc 
jr Man, and Horfe, above an Hundred miles, to 
ipbtain a vifit from him, in expe@tation to make 
#pim the Succeffor of their ever famous Hooker, 
jhad though uno: the firft motion to him from 
WWtartford, his Humble Soul, wrote thefe words, } 
pad more need get alone into a Corner, and web, 
(an think of Going ont into the World, to Do fuch 
Work : Darknefs and Death clouds my Soul! Yet he 
jvas prevailed withal to vific them. At Hartford 





















} aS Preached his Firft Sermon, ( Fune 24. £649.) 
i\ eee,” | altho aii upon 


Se 















: even ; Bry aah ot dts ee ae 
Regs oy ae BS et oes legge aD) 
‘0 + . vi The "Life if j save 





iny 


i “ : 
“pon Heb. 11.27, He Endured, as fecing’ Bima ‘whol 


1 és Invifible ; On which A@ion, though with’ his|| 


i; ~ ufual. Ham 


yility, he wrote this Refleétion in his]! 
Diary ; In Preaching I was mot to feek of what I bad|\ 
gets but my own Heart was Drie, Carnal and), 
Unaffected , and methought 1 could not (peak with any | 
Evidence, or Prefence of the Spirit of “God 3 fo that!) 
when I had done, Iwas deeply alhamed~spithin my!| 
felf; and could not but Loath my [elf to think hoo mi-|\ 
Serably I had behawed my elf, im that High Employ-| 
ghent,.and how unfavoury, fottifh and foola{h my. leart || 
‘bad been therein ; I thought, I, and all I did, wel de-"|' 
ferved to be Loathed by God and man: Yet that!) 
“Judicious Affembly of Chriftians, were fo well) 
‘pleafed with the Labours whereof he himfelf, 
‘zhought fo meanly, thet ina Meeting the Day 
following, they Concluded to ‘give him an Tnvi-| 
¢ation to Settle among them: Adding, That if he! 
 faw it his beft way to continue a year longer acl 
“the Colledge, they would however immediately, 
“gapon: his Acceptance of theic Invitation advancg, 
‘a confiderable Sum of Money, to affift him in} 
“Furnithing himfelf with a Library (not unlike 
what the Uratiflavian Senate once did for th 
- Hopeful young Cacas Pollio, when they faw him, | 
Suvenem Dotivus Ornatum a Deo, non vmlgaribus :). 
Which they faid, was, No new thing unto them, ha 
ving bad Mr. vhooker’s Infiruétion fer a" {o 
Bur he durft not then Accepe of cheit kind Pro-} 
-polals : For, betore his Journey to. Hartford, be 
Renowail Ma, Sheperd, wh the Princlpal “Pes 
mee CS p Wats a | 
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Mr. Fonathan Mitchel. st 
I] fons in Cambridge, had importunately pray'd him, “| 
} that he wotld come down from Hartford, as free 
| ‘as he went up, infomuch as he did upon divers = 
| Accounts mnoft belong to Cambridge, 8 Cambridge 
| did hope, that he would yet more belong unto | 
| 
, 





thent, Whetr Mr. Shepard firft mentioned this 
| thing unto him, he did with his conftant Humility 
Ml record it in his Diary, with this Reflefion, Eze 
I wirabar binc rem: Quid in me videt Populus Dei! 
|| Totum Negotium Religui Deo agendum, lsvondred at 
Il this matter ! What is it that the People of God fees 
tn me? left the whole Bujinefs to the Divine Ma- 
I] agement And now Returning to Cambridge, he 
Wj NO fooner came into the Pulpit ( dag. 12. 1649. ) 
but Mr, Sdepard, muft go out of it! Mr. 
| Shepard in the Evening. told him, Tis wes 
1 the Place, whereibée fhould, by right, be allthe ret 
I) of bis Dayes: and enquiring of tome good Pco- 
I) ple, How Addr. Miteyel's firfF Sermon was approv- 
I ed among them’; they told him, Very sell. “Then 
W) faid he, Ady Work is done! And behold, within 2 
| few Dayes more,’ that Great Man was by Death 
Wi takeroff, fo that che Unanimous Defire of Caza- 
I) bridge for Mr. MPitthel to be their Paftor was 
}) Hattened, with feveral Circumffances of Neceffi« 
i) ty, for him to’: Comply with their Defire. Sut 
j} as the Jewes ufe to fay about the Birth of R. “Fe- 
fi buda, on the very fame Day, that another famous 
NW) Rabbi dyed,Eo die occédit Lux Ifraclis, et iterum Orta 
He; So I may now fay, The fame Day was the 
Light of New England, aon and Revived? 
\ yz 9 7 
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c+ “ait oie, Life want, vy 
ke Qi, Occubuit. Sol : *t, Nox nulla —Secuts.. eff, f ) 
~-Upen the fetcing of Shepard there arofe Witrhel, tH. 
an whofe Light noronly the Church of Cambridge, || 
‘burthe Colledge, and the.whole Country, were 
‘Now to Reyoyce for a Sealon. The Eyes of all Neaw- | 
_ England were upon him, with Great Expeéhations ; | 
_and he did more than anfwer their ‘Expectations s 
for he was indeed, a Extraordinary Perfon, Bue 
dcarce a Paragraph of his Life can be written. to 
the Life,without fome Refle@ion upon that Humi- 
Jity, wich which the Spiric of the Lord Jefus | 
AChrilt, both prepared him for, and adorned him in, ] 
all of that Figure, whereto he Arrived in the Ser- || 
vice of the Churches. Juft upon the ‘Lime of his | 
Beginning his Miniftry ac Cambridge, he was taken 
dangeroufly Sick of the Smal! Pox, but though he | 
swere Sick nigh unto Death, God had Mercy , 3 him, || 
and not on hing only, but on all the Churches Ure this 
PV ilderne|s in bim. No tooner was he Recovered 
ot that Sicknefi, but this Humble Sout) wrote, © 
{O&ob 4. 1649. in hisDiary (which after this time, — 
dpoke Enghfh.) thete among other paflages : it has 
been of late Weeks [pecial time of Adverfiry with | 
me, Zhe Lord Help me to Confiaer st! I might fay, | 
_My skin is Broken, and become Loathfome ; and, | 
“There is no Reft in my Bones becaufe of my Sin, 
iny Loins are filicd with a loathfome Difeafe, & 
there is no foundnefs in my fleih ; By fuch @ foul, | 
nila, filthy Difeale, st wel appeared, what I indeed 
“Wis 5 as the Prophet (peaks, Kull of putrefying San. ] 
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| Mr. Fanathat Witcher. [Fe 

It being at this Time,1 was as aCity fet upon an Hills 

That when I was attempling the Pure and Sacred 
Work of the Miniftry, 1 fra be furprized with that 
Horrible Difeafe ! Do I bevin to be [ome Body in the 

werld ? God will make meVile in theEyes of the whele 
(Country $ God will Humble me before thé Sun,and im | 
the Sight of all Urael.Be will have me begin my Mie 
niftry with this Difeale: He knows, that I have need | 
of a Great Deal of Purifying, before I come to that. | 
A loathfome Sinner halt bave a loathfome Sickne[st i 
And the Grace of Heaven that made. this Fit of ? 
| Sicknefs, to be Confidered thus as an Humiliation, E 








by this Eminent young man, then Entring upon 
his Miniftry, did by continually Infufing other 
Thoughts fuil of Humiliation inco him, lay the of 
| Foundation of itately SuperStrudures. As our Lord & 
| Jefus Chrift, entring upon His Miniftry, endured EZ 
the foreft Confli@ of Temptation, that He had e- 
Ver met withal, fo did this’ Excellent Embaffedor of ee 
that Lerd ; He had his Mind forely Buffered with Fa 

| Amazing & Confounding Apprehenfions.  Per- . 
haps it will be inany ways profitable unto fome (Be 
|] Candidates of the Miniffry, as well as others, to fee 
l} thefe Papers Recite fome of the {ad Paffages, that 
) ‘rolled over the Soul of a moft Lovely Vreacher, im 
}) when he was Beginaing to Preach the Gofpel of jam 
f] Peace. We then find him ata Time, when every a 
f) “one admired the Excellencies chat Beautifyed him, am 
I) thus Writing and Thinking of himfelf, asthe De- | 
I) fermedeft Sinner in the World. At one time. | 
1) ft have Lived in’ this World almait Twenty Ly, 
jl | D 3 3 “five je 
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amazed to, think / At another time, “ Lord, if 
¥° know not whether ever fuch a Sinner,as I, came 


_ ® to Thee for Mercy ; whether ever fuch a work 
- €6 was done to any poor Wretch, as the faving of 


“ my Soul muft be. At another time. “ Lhave 
* run through all the means of Knowledge, and 
«yet fee no Truth Really, and inthe Glory of 
Fie ; All Affliions,and yet am not Humbled nor 
€ Serious ; All Mercies, and yet am noe Thank: 
€ fall - All Means of Good, and yet am Evil,only 
€ Evil, Tranfcendently Evil, in the higheft, De- 
¥¢ sree, to this Dav. At another time. “Tf God 
¥ do.me any Good,or do any Good by me, it 
5 muft be a Creating work. Lord, I am_ fit for 
*¢-nothing ; ( Good for nothing at all ) neither to 


.“ nor receive any 3 Go through ‘all that 1 am, 


~€¢ either within, or without, what am I, but Vile- — 
| 
“ Church will({ fuppofe )chis day, confider, & | 
* determine a Day for Ordination ; but did there © 
* ever fach a Creature, as | am, go, about fuch a | 
“ bufinels 2 1 was low, and vile thistime Twelve- 


€© month, when they firft made the Motion 3 nou 


€ nefs and Abomination ? At another time. “ The 


asa wey 


ys 
he 


F* Live, nor Dy 5; neither to Teach, hor Learn; 3 
-®¢ neither to Think, nor Speak.; neither, to Do, | 
¥¢por fuffer ; neither to Communicate Good, | 


| 
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< five years, and unto this Day have known lit-» Hy 
® de of God in Chrift, made little Provifion for |} 
* Eternity, got little Acquaintance with the favour | 
® and love of God. How ‘I have Improved this }) 
_ ¥§ Time, Wo to me, I may be afhamed to {peak 


i | 
nh 
i 
| 


i; 
i 












© feet of Satan, in refpedt of it. Objed?.~ But fha 
* nor iny Sin then hinder me,and make ms Refufe this 


“© wrath of God that lyes upon me 5 arid the to- 
“kens of it'are ia fome refpects increafed, I cane 
"1 nét, with Confidence go to God, as my Father. 


ty Jefus Chritt. I know no ‘Truth of God to 





fe any parpofe. Ihave no Treafure of Chriftian / | 


© Experience ; I know.not what ‘belongs to the 
** main matters of CGonverfion and Salvation. My 
© Sin is enough to bring a Carfe npon all Edo, & 
© upon the whole place: Tam under the wey 


§© Work of the Minisiry ? Antw. “ That is to mend 
® oné Sin with another. The more evil, and the 
“ lefs good I have done, the more need I have to 
** sive my felf upto do what good I can Now 5 


| “Sure l fhould not chufe my Sin, and leave Gods 
© Work ; and if I caft it away, and goto God to , 


© take it away,and wait on Him, tis poflible with 
“ Him, to deliver me from it, and to help me im 


€ His Work ; Though that would be the greateft 
* wonder; that ever was done * However, let ine 
Ive at His Feet, and leave my felf with Him. 
* Queff. Why do I enter upon it 2 Anfw. Becaufe 


“Me, Jonathan amit. = sss 


1 Lam far lower and vier now. Great is the 





* God bids me, and Commands me ? Lak. 5. He - & 


sill have it fo, and why fhould my {elf, or Sin, 


1) * or Saran, fay, What doeft Thou ? Objet. But it 





§* may be God will take no Pleafure ta me ¢ Antw. I 


*¢ delepve He fhould nat, but yet He deferves to 
be Honotited & Served; and let it be my Hap- 
* pinefs and Joy to do that, whatever becomes .of 
te Ce ene 
mu rp a 
Oe ee r whee 


t 


** me at laff. 3 At another time, My cafe is now. 
* fach (fo Dreadful, Defperate-and Forlorn ) as I 
“chink, there never was the like upon Earth, fince [ 
_* Adam was formed, unto this Day : There is || 
** only this place of Hope, That there js a Degree 
*S.of Mercy in God, beyond what any ever yet | 
**made ufe of ! for tio man ever came to the End | 
¥* of Infinite Mercy: Lord, Honour Thy felf by | 
** me, fome way or other, what ever become of l 
**me. At another time. © Lord, It is the Hour & 
*' Power of Darknefs with me 31 feel the Dreadful | 
** Rage of Satan, and my vile Heart, now againft_ } 
“ Me, to overturn me, and to cut off chy Name, j| 
which Thou calle{t me to bear jn this Place. Yo 
~™ kaow not what will become of me, nor what to. } 
“* fay to Thee : but I leave my Wotul Soul, and | 
“felf to thy Difpofing, Lord, I am in Hell, wilt 
"thou let me lye there 2° 4s another time. God} 
** bath put this Fear into.my Heart, left this be the _ 
** Fruit, and Recompence of my Sin, that I fhall ’ 
** never know God for mine in Truth, but Live 4) 
“Sand Dy, in.an unfound and {elf Deceiving way; 
¥* that I thould have many fears and Prayers, and | 





** Good Afie@ions and Duties asd Hopes,and Or- ' 
“© dinances, and Scemings, but never an Heart 1 
* foundly Humbled, and foundly Comforted unto ' 
“ty Dying Day, but be a Son of Perdition to. 
*© the laft, and never haye God's fpecial Love 
« Revealed and Affured to me! Lord, keep this 
_ “Fear alive ‘in my Heart‘ Such Paflages as 

| Abele, abundantly dilcoyer the Contritions, that laid 
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him exceeding Low, in his own Apprehenfion of 
himfelf, at the Time, when God was Raiffhg him’ 
to High Improvements, among His People; and it’ 
was by theleAbafements thatHeaven prepared him 
for thofe Improvements. . But being, after fuch Pre- 
arations called forth to the Service of the Churches, 
his Employments came.in {fo thick upon him,that: 
the had not. fuch liefure as heretofore -to Enrich’ 
Hhis Diarys, with his Obfervations. ‘He was at. 
Hength Reduced unto this Cuftom, that Ordinari- 
fly, on the Week before he Adminiftred the Sa- 
| wit tg of the Lords.Supper which was once in two 
Months, he fpent a Day in Prayer with Fafing, 
+ is the Lord; and one of his Exercifes on 
luch a Day, was to Remind and Record, fuch 
Paffages of Divine Providence towards Himfelf, his 
Houfe, his Flock, the whole Countrey, yea, and the 
whole Nation, as he judged Ufeful to be Remem- 
bred: with him; and fuch efpecially as might 
Quicken theHumuliations & the Supplications where- 
urhe was engaged, = 8” | 











| 
—§ 8. The Death of Mr. Shepard, was a Death. 
wound unto the Soul of Mr. Mitchel, whofe Ve- 
poeration for the Great Holinefi, Learniag, and 
|Vifdom, of his Predeceffor, caufed him to La- 
ment exceedingly the Lofs of fo Rich a Bleffing, © 
and begin his own publick Miniftry, at Cambridge, 
with Sermons full of thofe Lamentations, Indeed 
when he had Occafion to mention his own Li- 
ving Foar years’ under Mr. Shepard's Miniftry, he 
added, Unle/s it had been four years living in Heae 
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God avith wonder, than fer thofe Four: years. 


Comfort which he fo fought for himfelf, h 


alt. my Complaints and Ails into His Bofome? I think, |f 


Fie. his own Death Hing own pSSrTROR ann lay | 
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aie, I kuow ; tot. oe 7 Sen res more caufe t 
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an Affii@ion, which he fo much. BO the f 


| 
thus exprefled : What a bleffed thing is. it to as! t 
the Mediator, the Man Chrift Fefus to gos unto, svben tt 


I have no Friend that I can _ folly. [peak t0, ‘and oper 
i 








avere Adr. Shepard now alive, I would go and intreae 
bis Counfel and Help, and Prayer. Why, now 1 may || 
go freely into the Bofome of the Man Chrift oa 
ake 5 is able, witea sender: Henle above the 


a 
a) : 


if 
& took.the pains to Ret 4 and ert the Ser} 
mons of that Worthy. man, upon the. Parable of. 
the Ten Virgins, which make a Volumn in. Folio 3 i 
with a moft Excellent, and Judicious Preface. of| 
4is thereunto, Which afterwards, was not with- | 

Out its Recompence in the Prowidence of God, when 
i 





| le “ Mr. Tonathan Aitehel. sy 
Wlory to which God hath called Believers by Fefub 
ori (carefully Tranferibed, and fo Tranfmitteds. 


y Captain Laurence Hammond of Charlfown, to- 
yhofe cares about it, the Church is now behol- 













en for this Treafure,) were by dome farviving- 
friends, Printed at Londox. ann he whom f 
jave once already compared unto Pollio, who Dy« 
d, when between Forty and Fifty years old, was: 
in. this alfo, like that Germane Divine, who lefe 
behind him a Book of Sermons, De vite eterna, 
whereof Melchior Adam lays, Non. folum {ua Con- 
‘effionis. Homines omninm Ordinum in Deliciis babue- 
| vant, atque babent ; fed etiam Adverfarioruna nonnulli, 
| 
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; 
: 
| 















einus “morofi probaverunt : Both Friends and. Foes 
Mapproved it. The young: Gentlewoman, whom 
ois Predeceffor had married a lictle before his De- 
'eeafe, be now alfo macried, upon the general Re: 


: 


. 


| 


commendations of that Widow ‘unto him; and 
the Epithalamiums, which the Students of the Col- 
ledge then Celebrated that Marriage withal, were 
expreflive of the Satisfaction, which it gave unto 
all the Good people in the Vicinity. . Howbeit, 
Wibefore this, he had addrefled himfelf unto the Ve- 
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nerable old Mr. Cotton, for leave to become: bis 
i Son-in-law, and Mr. Cotton prognofticating the E- 
} minency, which he would arrive unto, had given 
HW Leave unto it: Butthe Immature Death of that 
i) Hopeful young Gentlewoman, Mrs. Sarab Cotton, 
{) preventing fo defirable a Match, made way for 

his purfuing and obtaining this other Settlement. 
Being fo fettled ; he wholly gave himfelf wp © 

98> | the 
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66° Bias ¢ > Life of : th 
the Services of his Miniftry, with Auch a’ Difpofi. th 


tion, as he exprefled in his Parting Advice to a- 
nother, who Travelling from hence ‘to England, |} 
had thefe words from him. at his Farewels Ay fe- \t 
rious Advice to you js, That you keep out of Company, 4 
. @5 far as Chriftianity and Grvility will give you leave 3 tt 

Take it from mes The Time [pent in your Studyy you \i 
— will generally find [pent the mole Profitably, Comfortae \4 
bly and Accountably. : git no GO 
_— . “uf 
ih 6, Eighteen years did he continue 2 Paftor |} 
to the Church of Cambridge. And as that which 
Encouraged him to Accept at firft the Paftorat 
Charge of that Flock, was his being able to | 

write that Chara&ter of them, That they were al 
Gracious, Savoury-[pirited people; principled by Myr, \\ 
Shepard, liking an Humbling,~ Mourning,  Heart- 4 
breaking Miniftry and Spirit < Living in Religion} p 
Praying men and women: Here ( faid He) I might } 
bave Occafions of many foweet Heart. breakings before 
God, which I have fo much need of ! So the. Conti: y 
nual Prayers of fuch a People to the Lord Jefus if 
Chrift, for him, deubtlefs contributed more than / 
a little, unto his being furnifhed from Heaven °} 
with fuch Rich Treafures of Light and Grace, ‘as \} 
made his Miniftry richly ferviceable unto them \} 
all. In this his Minifiry, he Preached over a { 
great part of theyBody of Divinity. And as’ Paul iy 
appealed unto ‘his two firft Chapters to the Ephefs- 
_ ans; thas in fome Degree, an Appeal might have || 
“been made unto thofe Labours of this Admirable | 
enc ya Preacher, 


7 yi 
| 


| 
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Mr. Jonathan opitehel. 6Y 
[Pceachier, to. Demonftrate his Knowledge of the 
Mfrery of Chrift. He made a moft Entertaining 
Expofition om the Book of Gene/is, and part of Ex-. 
}44s.;-he made many Incomparable Difcourfes on 
Pie four firft Chapters of Fobs: Occafonal Subjetts, 
ype allo Handled many, with much Variety : He 
Pikewile kept a Monthly Lecture, where he largely 
#Aandled Mans Adifery by Sin, and Salvation by 
ohiilt, and-entred on the Doétrine of Obedience 
fue thereupon; and vaft Affemblies of People 
From all the Neighbouring Towns, reckoned:ir, 
‘Pighly worth cheir pains to: epair unto that Le- 
\PPare. The Sermons wherewith he fed the Church 
{fof God, were admirably Well- Studied ; they ftill ; 
iimele of the Lamp ; and, indeed, if there were 
jJnoshing elfe to prove it, yet the Notes which he 
,perote in his Preparations for his Publick Exerci- 
cs, were Proof enough of his being an Indefati- 
pable Student. He ordinarily medled with no 
}WPoint, but what he managed with fuch an extra- 
spordinary Invention, Difpofitios, and Copious Appli- 
hit as if he would leave no material thing to be 
aid of it, by any that fhould come after him. 
wAnd when he came to Utter what he had Prepa- 
red, his Ucterance had fuch a becoming Tineable. 
Weis, and Vivacity, to fet it off, as was indeed Jni- 
rrttable ; though many of our Eminent Preach- 





crs, that were in his Time, Students at the Colledge, 
cid effay to Imitate him. It has been obferved 
by others, as well as Ferom, that Que firmiter con- 

cepirnus, bene loquimur, fiquiders Talia in Anime 
i Asis Subftanti« 






















| @ Sete tied 
—  Subftantiam. quafi Concoquendo funt Cowverfa: andy 
our Mitchel, having. accordingly well Concoéfes, 
_ what he was to’ Deliver, with clear and ftrong, 
‘Thoughts pon ity expreffed it with a Natural Ei) 
 doquence, whieh, as Tuily: lays Of al! True Elsi) 
quence) caft the Hearers into Wonderment. Pro ! 
‘tound Adedi#atiox having firlt, in his Heart got rea 
dy a well compofed Jeat-Offering tor the Honfa 
or God, his Tonge was as the Pen of & ReadyWriter 
to bring ic forth: and his Auditories-ufnally counts), 
ed) themfelves at a Feeft with the Inhabitants of 
Heaven, while he was thus Entertaining of them.) 
_ His Preaching was net that which Dr. Manton}, 
would juftly Rebuke under the Name of Geurle-| 
-man-Preachiag : or, a fort of Harangnée finely La}, 
.cedand guilded with fuch Phalerate Stuff,as plain-4 
ly Difcovers the Vanity of thenaythat yengle’ with} 
it: but he {till {poke, as reckoning, that, il Seneca’s) 
Philofopher was to Remember, 4d miiferos vocatus| 
&8 3 opens laturus Naufragis, Captis, CAG Bris y Inten-\\ 
ta fecuri fubjectum praftantivus Caput : Such ay 
-thing ismuch moreto be Remembred' by a Mini.) 
. ter of the Lord Jefus Chrift. Hlercey though he) 
hada very Clean Style, and fpoke,: ---Mdunda, fed 


@ medio, Confuetaque verba 3: by the fame token,,| 
that when be had once ufed one .word,’ im the, 
Pulpit, which ic may be, no body eHe befides} 
bimielf. would have fo feverely Criticifed upon, als, 
, ter he came home,he wrote a fevereAnimadverfion | 
Upon its \Javas after, ims my felf Afhaned of tt, Che) 
Wrote ) as being aPbrale too Coarfe for the Pulpit? 
Span ile, | Neverthe: 
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Mr. Jonathan apitchel. 63 
tqeyerthelefs, he had alfo a Pisin Styles for which 
he might have been juftly called, as Melantthon 
was by Keckerman, Wie, at fie dicam, Per(picustares 
Genius: but fo :pungently improved, that what he 
A (pokey was felt by his Hearers, as Quick and Powers 
44}, One, that hath addreffed the World with.a 
1 Treatife of Eeclefiaftical Rhetorick, faith, Credat mt- 
: Minifterit Candidatus.; Tria funt, que walde come 
MM nendant Concionatorems; Vocis Amabilitas, Epitheto- 
rem Emphafis, et Connexionis Concinnitas ° Now all 
Hofthefe Three Commendations did belong to the 
Mi Preaching of our Mitcbel. And, as it was the Re- 
M mark-of that then Marchlefs Preacher, Bucholtzer, 
to whom Thave often in my Thoughts Matcha 
| 








Mhour Mitchel, That a Preacher was known by bis Pero 
#ation, So? twas Remark’t of our Mitchel, that tho’ 
he were all along in his Preaching, as 4 very Love- 
i ly Song of one that bath a pleafant Voice, yet as he 
il drew near to the clofe of his Exercifes, his Come- 
i ly Fervency would Rife to’ a Marvellous meature 
of Energy; He would fpeak with fuch a Tranf- 
Mcendent Majety and Liveline/i, that the People 
i ( more Thunderftruck than they that heard Cicero's 
i Oration for Ligarius) would “often Shake under 
NW his Difpenfations, as if they had Heard tle Sound 
Ml of the Trampers from the Burning Mountain,and yet 
i] chey would Afourn to think that they were going 
‘ prefently to be Difmiffed from fucly an Heaven’ 
MN upon Earth. We had indeed ‘an Uncommon mea- 
(| ture of that Priviledge, that is Reported of Bucb- 
Ih otter, Ut, licet nonnift finita Hora Aliera pororaret, 





, 








Place, be more than Ordinarily endowed with Learu- 
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 mullum tamen Audiendi Tadium, vele media cuiquans, 
 plebe, Obrepfevit : though he Preached Long Ser-, 
_ mons the People were never weary of Hearing them,|| 
Vaft was the Happinef§ of the Scholars at the Colt] 
-Tedge, and (in them ) of all the. Churche# in che ) 
- Country, while Cambridge was Illuminated _with}), 
fuch a Miniftry ! Ie was a Refle@ion upon. this) 
matter, long fince Printed unto the World; Reas| 
‘fon and Prudence requireth, that the Minifter of shat) 
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uy 
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Ws 


ang, Gravity and Wifdom, Orthodoxy, Ability, Excelent | 


4 


| 
| 
Gifts in Preaching, that fo the Scholars, which are De- | 
‘voted to be Preachers of the Gofpel, might be (eafoned |}: 
avith the Spirit of (uch an Elijan: In which Regards, 
this Holy man of God, was eminently i ae 
his Labours were abundantly bleed: For, very 
many of the Schojars bred up in his time (as is obferv- 
ed ) do {avour of bis Spirit, for Grace, and @ most at- 
traciive manner of Preaching. Truly, as it was no \ 
Tare thing for a German Divine’ to give folemn. 
Thanks unto God, For being Born in the Dayes of | 
Melanéhen ; fo there is many a New Engh{h Di- 4 
‘vine, who has given Thanks to God, For their bes.) 
ing at ths Colledge is the Dayes of Mitchel. Bue icy 
mult here be added, ‘(hat altho’ the chief Labours 
of this Exemplary Paffor, werein the Study, and | 
the Pulpit, yet he did not think himfelf thereby | 
Excufed trom thofe Paferal Vifits which his Flock | 
expected from bim. Herein he vifited at fic | 
Hours, which he fet apare for it, the feveral Fami-'| 
fics of his Fuck; not upon Tiivial Defigns, ie | 





al 
| 





With ferious and folemn Addrefles, to their Souls 


the. Gildas Salvianus of Mr. Baxter, was herein out 
Wrtehel himfelf, as well as much Read and 
‘Priz’d by this Faithful Pastor, who Warch’d for. 


J] Souls, as che that was to give an Account. 





he was in his Di/cipline, when Offences arofe, that 
called for his Contideration, in the Church where- 
Mo he was Related : Faithful, Prudent, ‘Zealous, Ho- 
/y, and like an Angel of a Church, Nor Bearing 
with thofe that ave Evil, When a pablick Adzorss- 
ftom was to be Difpenfed unto any One, that had 
offended fcandaloufly, one could have heard no- 
thing more Pathetical, or more Powerful, than his 
PPifcourfes, on thofe unwelcome Occafions : the 
#earers would be all Drowned in Tears, as if the 

Admonition had been, as indeed he would with 
much Artifice make it be, dire&ed unto them all - 
put fuch would be theCompaffion,& yet the Gravity, 
Phe Aajefy, the Scriptural and Awtul Pungency O€ 
paete his Difpenfations, that the Confetence of the 
Wfiender himfelf, could make no Refiltance there- 
into. Bur when the Lord Jefus Chrifl intends 
Ho make any Steward in His Honfe, eminently 
Prudent and Faithful, He commonly Tries that 
Werfon, by Ordering fome very Difficult Church- 
Pe afes to arife, quickly after his firft Entrance: up- 
yi the Stewardjhip. Some fuch Thorny Church 
| aes Gid foon Exercife the Ahoughts of this cruly 
Hl o Aged | 
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Mr. Gonathan Witchel. 65 


, , § To. What he was in yh Miniftry, the fame. 


npon the matters of their Everlafting Peace; and 









66 +, TOR Life ae a ae | 
e ged young “man: in all of which he confcienti- 7] 
oufly confidered the Rights of the Fraternity co || 
- -Jadge in their own Church Cafes, as that Renown- || 
éd Minifter, and Martyr, the Blefled Cyprian_did, 4] 

- when he coald fay in one of bis Epiftles unto his |) 
Block, From the very Beginning of my Migifiry, I de- 1 
termined 10° do nothing without the Confent of my ||| 
| People: and again, Al Church Affayrs, as mutual 
 Refpe requireth, [ in commune traétabimus j we | 
guill manage theni in common; and again, He would | 

©  Reltore and Admit none but thole who phould 4! 
Y plead their caufe before all the people ; | Acturtapud i 
Ys plebem univerfam Caufam fuam: | and order 1 









mone of their matters, but | prefentibas et Judi- |, 


cantibus vobis, ]} with their Prefence and Fudgment..\ 
‘And if Mr. gBrtehel had heard any reckon the | 
| ‘Lrberry of the Brethren thus confeffed in the Dayes 


te ay ae ooo al 
of Cyprian, to be an Apoftafy from what was inthe |) 
Beginning, he would have ask'd thent, whether | 








they reckon'd the Lofs of this Liberty afterwards, }\ 
iv the Rife ot Popery, to be any Begining, or || 
"Fendency towards Church-Reformation & Recovery? 
Wow tho” this Liberty of the Breroren, which our ii 
Mitchel according to the Primitive Congregational i 
Charch-Difciplize allow‘d, be that wherein for the: | 
-ymoft part the Repole of the Pa/fors has been by i} 
“the comba@ionate wifdom of our Lord Jefus 7] 
shrift provided for, yer fome Trouble fometimes| ; 
Khas atifen ta the Paffors fom the Bretbrens abuie | | 
‘of their Liberty, which has call‘d for much. Pare]f 
‘ence and Pradence in thofe that have the. Rule ae. i 
Ses ote agar er eee ofa Saws. HAIR ry 
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i Mr. Jonathan Mitchel, 67 
ver them, And fo there did unto our apitchel, 
who on this Occafion, as on all others, was rea= 
‘ier ftill to condemn himfelf, than any others; 
_ and once Particularly, recorded _ this paflage in 
f his Diary. 1 yas Troubled, [ at fome improper 
} Cavils from the Brethren ] and I fear fake not (0 





| Lovingly and Prudently as I thould have dome. feel 


ae 


way Spirit ready to rife, and forget my Principles of | 


Lying Low it the Duft, and bearing with others Ta: 
| prinities, and becoming all Things to all men, for their 
B Edifcation. OL! Lord Humbie me, and Teach m? 


§ Ow to carry it! Thus did this Excellent perion 


} Write, when he was Enumerating his Humbling 


p Circumftances, in a Secret Fat before the Lord. 


f But there was an Harder Cafe than any of thefe, 
0 Exercife him. Our WHitehel,prefencly upon his 
_ Becoming the Paftor of Cambridge, met with a more 


than ordinary Trial, in thac the Good Man, wha 


Was then the. Prafidenr of the Colledge, and a 
i) Member of the Church there, was unaccountas - 


Wj bly fallen into the Briars of Antipadovaptifin ; and 
W being Briard in the Seruples of tonat Perlwafion, 
Ihe not only forbore to prefene an Infant of his 
Own unto the Baprifm of the Lord,bur alfo thoughe 
Dimfelf under fome Obligation co bear his Tefi= 
f}Dony in fome sermons, againft che Adminiftrati- 
HO2 of Baptifm co any infant Whattoever. The 
: Brethren ot the Church were fomewhat vehement 











Haction, at the Oblirudtion, which the Renien 


| 2, | avis 











pps Of that Gentleman, chreatned unto the Peacu- ~ 
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eod violent in their fignitying of their Diffads- - 



















+ 68 SS EH Gr gn a | 
| ‘able Pradice of Infant Baptifm, wherein. they || 
| dhad hitherco walked ; and™ judged it neceilary 
for the Vindication of the Churches Name abroad 
in the Countrey, aad for the fafety of the Con- 
gregation at home, to defive of him, that he would 
ceale Preaching as formerly; untiY He bad better 
fatisfied himfelfin the Point now Doubted by him. | 
At thete things, excream was the Unéatinefs of || 
Your Witehel, who told the Brethren, That more || 
‘Light and les Heat would do betrer: but yer faw | 
whe zeal of fome againft this Good Man's Error, | 
wo pulh this matter on fo far, that being bit a 
Young man, he was tikely now to be Embaraffed 
an a Coniroverly, with {0 Confiderable a Perfon, — 
and wich ons whio had been his Tutor, and a Wor- | 
phy and aGodly man. He could give this Ac- 
eount of it, Lbrough rhe Churches being apt to Hurry 
on t00 Faft, and too Inzpatiertly, I found my [elf much | 
Oppreffed 3. ¢fpecta Ly. Confidering my oun Weaknels to 





grapple with thefe Difficulties 3; This Bufine{s did lye 
down and rife up, fleep and wake with me: It was 
adifmal thing to me, that I fhoald Live to fee Truth 
or Peace Dying or Decaysng in poor Cambiidge. But ) 
whils he was wich a Prudence incomparably be- | 
yond what might have been expected from a || 
Young wan, managing this Thorny Bufine/s, he faw i 
eaule to Record a pattage, which perhaps will be 
gadged worthy of fome Remembrance. That Day 
(cwries he, Decemb. 24 1653.) after I came from || 
him bad a firange Experience :. I found Hurrying and \| 
Prejing Suggefiiony againft Paedobaptifm, and ine | 


Soa04  jelfed | 
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be Mr. Gonathau MWitehel. 69 . 
: jected Scruples and Thoughts whether the other way 
_ might not be Right, and Infant Baptifm, an Invention. 
of men: and whether I might with Good Confcience 
— Baptife Children, and the like. And thele Thoughts 
were Darted in with fome Impreffion, and left a ftrange 
| Confufion and Sickline|s upon my Spirit. Yet mer 
| thought, jt was not Hard to Difcera that they overe 
from the EVIL ONE, Fick, Becauje they 
_ were rather Inje&ed, Hurrying Suggeftions, than any 
| deliberate Thoughts, or bringing any Light with them. - — 
Secondly, Because they rwere Unieafonable s Inter- 1 
| rapting mein my Study for the Sabbath, & putting my 
«Spirit into a Confufion, [o as I had much a do, to do 
ought im mySermon. it was not now atime to Study am 
| that matter ; but when in the former part of the Week, i; 
Thad given my [elf to that Study, the more I Studied ee 
wt, the more Clear and Rational Light I faw for Pa- Fe 
do-baptifm. Byt now rhefe Suggeftions Hurryed me gaa 
— wnto Scruples. But they made me cry out te God for iam 
His Help; and He did afterward Calm and clear up 
my Spirit. I thought the End of ihem was, Firte, ia 
To fhew me the Corruption of my Mind ; How wapt oe 
that was to take tn Error, even as my Heart is to take oe 
| @ Luft. Secondly, To make me.walk ix Pear, and | am 
take bold on Fefus Chri to keep me in the Truth: |G 
gnd it was a check ta my fermer Sevk Confidence, oe 
it made me fearful to £0 needlefly ta Mr, D, for mée- ga 
thought i found a Venome and Potfon, in bis Infinuati- 
ons and Difccurfes againfé Pedo-baptim. £ hitdly, 
That I wat lot be Mindful o , the Aptnels in. others 8 2 
fe foun fhaken in Mind, and ibat i might ware othics Vi 


B 3 thereof ye 
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we * 0 be dope 


of F Se 1 ae | 
thereof, and mizht know how to {peak to them from || 
_ Experience. dnd indeed my former Experience of 
Irreligious InjeGtions, was fome Help to me to Difco. 






wer the nature of Thefe. I Refolved alfo on Mr. 


- Hookers Principle, That 1 would have an Argu- 


ment, able to Remove a Mountain, before [ 7 


_ would Recede from, or Appear againft a Truth or 
| Pradice, received among the Faithtul. After the 
| Sabbath was over, and 1 had time to Reflect upon the 
Thoughts of thofe things, thofe Thoughts of Doubt de- 
parted, and I Returned unto my former Frame. The 
‘Troubles thus Impending over the Church of Cam- 
bridge, did Mr. QPiteyel happily wade through ; 
partly by much Prayer with Fasting, in Se€ret, 
before God, for the Good’ Iffue of thefe things 5 
partly, by getting as much Help as he could from 
the Neighbouring Minifters,tobe Interpofed in thefe — 
Dificulcies 3 and partly, by ufing much Adeekne/s  — 
of Wijdom towards the Erroneous Gentleman 3; for. 
.whom our Mr. S9ite#el continued. fuch an E- 
fice, that although his Removal from, the Go- 
vernment of the Colledge, and from his Dwelling 
\) place in Cambridge, had been procured by thefe 
_ Ditferences,yet when he Dyed, He Honoured him 


| with an Elegy, from which I will tranfcribe one 





_ Stenza or two, becaufe it-very truly points oue 
that Generous, Gracious, Catbolick Spirit, which 
adorned that Perfon, who wrote it.- 


) Where Faith in JESUS is Sincere, 
at Lhat Soul, He Saving, pardoneth 5 
























Ne 


eae | * 
0) ae 


“What wants or Errors elfe be there 
; 3 


_- Lhat may and “do Confit therewith. y 


And though we ba Imperfe& here, 
And in One Mind cant often meet, 
Who know in party in part may Err, 
Though Faith be One, All do not feet: 
Yet may we once the Ref ebtain, — 
Ia. Everlasting Blifs above, si 
Where Ghrift with Perie& Saints dof Reign, 
In Perfeg light, and perfe& Love: 


Then {hall we alt Like-minded be, 
Faith’s Unity is there full-crown 5 ° 
There One Truth, ail both Love and See, 
And thence are Perfect made in One. 


There Luther both and Zuinglius, 
‘Ridley and Hooper, there agrees 
- There all the truly Righteous, | 
Sans Feud hive to Eternitie. 

‘But-there was a fpecial Defign of Heaven, in 
Ordering thefe Trials co befal our MHithel, thus 
in the Beginning of bis Minifiry.. He was here- 
by put upon Studying and Maintaining the Do- 
Arine of Infant Baptifm; and of Defending the 


Vifible InterefE of the Children of the Paithful in’ 
the Govenaut of Grace, under the New Adminiftra- 


tion of it, as well as under the Ol¢, wherein we 


-all:know the Infants of Believers enjoyed the Seal | e) 
of being made Righteous by. Fab. In the De- 
i Bid fence 








Mr. GFonathan apie, aT 





_ Houfe of God, that for the fake of Enjoying the >} 
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Pde. eeepc aM : 
fence of this Comfortable Truth, he not only Preas *}# 
ched more than half a feore ungainfayable Ser- }} 
mons, while his own Church was in fome Dan- }} 
ger by the Alydrophobie of Anabaptifm, which was 
come upon the Mind of an Eminent perfon in 
it; but alfo when afterwards the Reft of the 
Ee? Churches were Troubled by a ftrong Attempt up-» } 
on them from the Spirit of Anabaptifin, there was “it 
a Publick Difpptation appointed at Bojffon, two'days” "| 
together, forthe clearing of the Faith, in this 
Article, this Worthy man was se, who did moft 
Service, in this Difputatton ; whereof the Effe&: 
was, that although the Evring Brethren,as is ufual 
in fuch cafes, made chis their Laft Anfwer to the 
Arguments, which had. caft them into much Con- 
fafion, Say what you will, We will Hold our Mind 


‘ 
a 

“a 
ait 
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§ Concurrat veterum iicet in Te Turba, potes Tu, 
Hac omnes una vincere voce, Nego: | 


Yet others were happily effablifhed, in the 4 
Right Wayes of the Lord. Nor was this all the «| 
Good and Great Work, for which this rare per- 
fon’ was marvelloufly prepared, by thefe Temptati- © 
’ ons: there is a further Stroke of our Church Hi 
| ftory, to be here briefly. Touched, though elfewhere 
_ more fully to be given. — a5 ; 

§ xr. Peto-ngland was a Wilderne/s Plant- 
|| ed by a People, generally fo Remarkable in their © 
| Holy Zeal, for the Ordinances belonging to the 4 


Admi; | 















Mr. Gonathan Mitchel. eet. 
Adminiftrations.of thofe Ordinances with Scrip- 
i Purity, they had undergone the fevere Perfe- 
Petions vehich at laft Exiled them into that dmeri- 
ian Wildernefs: And hence there were few peo- 
: gaya | 
Ile of any Significancy, in the Tranfplantation, 
put what at their firft Coming over, joyned them- 
elves unto the full Communi of the Churches, in 
Ml (pectal Ordinances, though matiy of them had 
WH fay not,juftifyably ).made the Terms of their. 
Sommunion fo ftrict, that ic might juflly have 
peen Reckoned a difficul: thing for fome Szeere 
bristians of fmaller Attainments in Chriftianity to — 
flome up unto them. For this caufe, glchough 
everal of our Seers, did fo far See the State, 
hich our Matters would e‘re long devolve into, 
nat they Laboured much to have the Priyciples of 
“ruth concerning, Ze Church State of the Children 
orn in the Churches, Declared and Afferted, in the 
latform of Church Difcipline, among the Fir? Prin- 
ples of New England, neverthelefs many Worthy 
1en, were flow to make any Synodical Decifion of 
nofe Principlessuntil there fhould arife more occa- — 
on for thePraéfices,that were to be deduced from 
nem. ‘This Occafion did in ‘Twenty or Thirty 
ears time, come on with fome Importunity and 
npetuofity, when the Countrey began to be. filled 
rith the Adule Posferity of the Firft Planters 5 a- 
hong which, there were Multitudes of Perions, 
tho by the good Effects of a pious Education 
nder the Means of Grace, o bfervable upon ther, 
p their Profeffion of the Faith, not contradicted 
Wisk. ‘ ' by 
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+, Sm 
by any thing {candalous in their Life, deferved ae 
nother Confideration in the Churches, than what 
was allowed unto Pagans; and yet were not f J 
far Improved, in all the Points of Experimental 
Godlinefs, that they could boldly Demand an Ads) 
-miffion unto the Myfteries, at the Table of ther 
Lord ; the Conditions whereof confined ic unta!: 


ye 
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wa 
¥ 
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; perfons that were fenfibly Grown im Grace, and ing 
the Knowledge of the Lord Fefus Chrift. The molt 





of the Minifters then, and before then, in as 


were defirous to have the thus Qualified Pofterity of 


the Faithful, acknowledged in the Churches, | 


the Nuvery, from whence a fiteceflive fupply of 
Communicants, was to be expected; and it i : 


their Defire, that this Nurfery might be Wasered) 
with Bgptifm, and Pruned with Dzcipline, as well: 
as otherwife Drefed by the Minifiry of the Word. 
Yea, they thought, that befides the Internal Bene 









fits of the New Covenant unto the Elect: of are by 
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the Sealing of that Covenant unto them, that wer 
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vifibly the Right Subjects of it, would be an Ajai 
vance from God, that when thefe perfons grow up 
to years of Difcretion, He would infallibly make 
them the Offer ot His Covenanr, and fo continue 
the Go/pel of it, among them: whereas if They and 
Theirs were no other accounted of -than Heathen 

there would nor pafs many Generations, before 
the Sacred Religion of Chrift, would, through the 


juit wrath of Heaven, be loft among them, in nt 
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ter Heathenifm. Towever, all men did not them 
fee al'things' When the Church: of Roxbury: pare) 
. | ticularly 
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Hrolarly in the year 1653. was put upon Doing: 
hat was their Duty in this Refpect, our Mitchel 
as yet (he faid ) « the Dark about it; he wiihed. 
\ wrote, That it might not yet be preffed ; and 
ded, Zhe Lord teach me Humility, Modefty, Wif- 
47 in thefesbings ! Many a day did this-Excellént: 
Ban {pend now. in Praying with Fafting before’ 
mod ; and when he was thus Engaged in the 
iexercifes of a Sacred and Secret Fa, I find him, 
Merting this, as not the leaft caufe of his being fo 
gaged ; The Cafe of the Children of the Church; in 
Weeard of the Doétrine and Practice about it. Ob! 
st God would fhow me His Mind and Way clearly 
Wl tdofe things: enable me to Teach them convincingly, 
id fet upon the Praétice thereof: and that the whole 
Wantrey might be Guided aright therein * That Abra- 
im’s Commanding Power night have its due Exer- 
We, 4s to the Children of our Churches. And that all 
ie Remaining Knots, and Difficulties. about Church- . 
Wifcipline, and the Management of Chrift's vifible 
Wngdom, might once be clearly Refolved according to 
¢ Word. Lord, Humble .me, and profper my poor ; 
Wedies, and Teach me to know and do thy whole Will 
mye: as Ezek. 43.1%, And at another Times 
be Points about Church-Dilcipline, I have been tong 
ming to look. more thoroughly into. Lord, Help and. 
Wide me therein! and Grant that I may be kept from 
ctreams ( the great Undoing of the World:) both 
om immoderate Rigidne(s, on the one Hand, either in 
rinciples, Spirit, or Practice; and on the other hand, 
pis wronging extber Truth, or Confcience, by any finful 
| | Compliance. 
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fatigable Studies upon the Great Queltion, then! 


Agitated ; and the Determination of the Queftion/ 
at laft, was ‘more Owing unto him, than untg | 


/ 


n 
‘ 


any Oxe man in the World: For He was. 
a Great » part in that , Renowned Synod 5 
‘that met at Bofos in the year x 662. The 


was chiefly of his Compofure, and when a moft’ 
Elaborate Anfwer to that Refule, was Publithed, 


by fome very worthy Perfons, that were then 


Diffenters, the Hardeft Service in the Defence wa 
Affigned unto him. In“ fine, Our Lord Jefu 


e 
a] 
_ 
; 


Chrift made this Great Man, even, while he 3 was. 


yet a Young man, one of the Greateft Inftrument 
we ever had, ‘of Explaining and Maintaining th 
Truths, ‘relating to the Church-State of the Poffer 
_ ty in our Churches, and of the Church Care, which 

our Churches owe unto their Pofterity’: and 


“J 
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Compliance. To thefe Devotions, he joyned inde-' , 


| : a 
Refule of the Synod afterwards publifhed t 
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Ahave laid before the Reader, one of the moft Ex: 
tenfive and Expenfive Labours, that exhaufted his 
Life, when I have mentioned, The Propofitions fy 
the Synod about the Subject of Baptifm. Ali that re- 





mains neceflary, to Hluftrate this Paragraph of | 


Hiltory, isto Defcribe in a line or two, the Di | 
pofties which our Mitegel did® profecute this 
Grand Concern withal; and 1 will therefore only 
Tranferibe aLittle from a JudiciousLetter of his, ta 





Mr. Increafe’ Mather, upon that’ Subject, which 
that Reverend Perfon afterwards Printed ae | 
the World : with an Unanfwerable Vindication | 
a: 4 | ERY a ‘ Os) 
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Mr. Fonathan spitehel. Ble ties k 
if thele Firs Principles of New-England, both from. 
he Imputations of Apostafy, by tome ignorantly 
galt upon them, and from whatevergother Ob- 
i feons might be advanced againft them. ‘As 
| for the Subjtance of the Caufe werein we have En- © 
W gaged ( faith he) Lam daily more and more 
y Confirmed, that ic is the Caufe of Truth, and of 
Cori, and that wherein, not a little‘of the Inter- 
eft of Chrift's Kingdoms, and of the Souls of men, 
iis laid up. We ‘have been Reflected upon by 
 fome, as feeking our felves, and Driving’ on, I 
Know not what Defign : though [ carnot readily 
I lotagine, what fe/f Interef or felf End, we here 
 fhould beled by in this matter ; Sure I am, that 
Ij for my owe part, 1 prejudice my. felf much, as 
} @ Name, Intereft, and Eafe, for my appearing 
Win this Caafe.: Neither was I fo unfenfible, as 
W) not to teel ic from the Firft, Iknow my felf to 
De 2 poor, vile, finful Creature, and I can with 
iW) fome feeling fay, Chief of Sinners, and Leaft of 
W) Sizts : but in this particular matter, I have often 
Wiaid, I wifh my Brechren could fee through me; for 
i) t know not any Defign or Defire 1 have in it, in 
all che World, bue only that the Will of God 
might be done among us, His Kingdom be ad- 
W vanced, thefe Churches, fertled on Right Bafes, 
_and flourith in the wayes of Truth, Purity and 
Wy) Feace,and that the Good of the Souls of men 
might be promoted, both in this, and after Ge- 
“Nérations.. Touching the matter it felf,that hath 
been in Debate,  pleafe ito confider at Leafure, 
hele Three Propofitiony = FF 
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__<Firft, The whole Vifble Church, under the New| 
_‘ Teftament isto be Baptifed; v3 2200 P saapa. Sa 
“ Secopdly, If a man be one in the Chaired! 
* Cwherhtr admitted at 4ge, or in Infancy) no 
‘thing lef chan Cenfurabie- Evil, can put him out, 
.* Thirdly, If the Parent be in the Vifble Church. 
© his Infant Child isto allo, ce i 
© Whether the Perfons deftribed in the Fifth 
Propofition of the. Sod fhould be Baptifed, as in| 
© a Catbolick, or in a Particular Church-State, is 2° | 
* nother Queftion: And I confefs my felf not’ 
* altogether fo peremptory in this Latter,is Lam i i) 
‘the Zoimg it telf; (viz. Thar they ought to be’ 
* Baptifed, .| yet {till I think, when all Stones ar 
Turned it will come to this, That all the Baptife 
‘ are and ought to be under Difcipline in particar 
¥ Churches. — real Soe . 
__ And now ’tis more than time for'us to Difmi 
this part of our Aditchellian Pouttraiture from any 
further Elaborations. ae 
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. § 12. Mr. SBitehel’s Defire had been, To iH 
kept from Extreams sand indeed there was nothing! 
more Obfervadble in his Temper, than fach a Study), 
_ Of, a Temper in all, Difficult Matters, as renders), 
a Perlon amizble, wherever tis Obfervable. rea\) 
member, I have mee wath a Note’ of avery faq” 
mous Preacher, who, in the midit of many Tem- i 
Fations on both Hands, relieved himfelf by Interpre-)* 
ting, from the Context,that Paflage in Ecclef. I ii 
18. de that fearerh God fall come forth from them 
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} Mr. Jonathan sitchel, 79 
i:J!. to be meant of a Deliyerance out of all Ex.’ 
Ireams. The Fear of God in our OPitehel, had this 
fea, and Reward: And his wie coming forth 
‘tom all Extreams, was no where. more Con{picu- 
bus, than in thofe points of Church-Difcipline, for 
he clearing of which he had been, (1 may fiy 
Hixtreamly )exercifed. Had the fweet,Charitable, 
Bimicable Spirit, that Signalized this Good man, 
peen exprefied by all good men, as much as it 
was by him, a great pare of the Eccle/iafical Dif= 
erences in the World had been evaporated jand it 
nad not been fo long before the Names of Pref: 
yterias and Congregational, had been melted down 
Bacto that. One of Mnited Wrethren.. Ic was the 
vith ot our Mitchel, to have chofe Two Things, 
mathe. State of the Church, livelily Reprefented . 
into the Senfe of the World: Firft, the Grace, and 
gicn ac the fame time, the Holine/s, of the Lord 
efus Chrift, che King of the Church : and for the 
Jbtaining of fuch a Reprefentation, he thoughe 
iothing mere Effe@tual, than che middle way ; 
‘or the Cildren of the Faithful, to be taken withia 
he Verge of the Church, under the Wings of the 
g-ord Jefus Chrift, in his Ordinances, and under 
‘burch care, Dilcipline, and Government, and to. - 
He ina State of Initiation and Education,in the 
-hurch of God, and confzquently to have Bap- 
im, which is the Seal of Initiation; But that they 
hall not come up to the Lords Table, nor be ad- 
Pitted unto. an equal fhare, with the Covamunicants, 
n the Management of Church Affairs, pecuiiar to 
ee hom 











felves, and theirs untothe Government. of the Lord in: | 


them, until, as a Fréit of the aforefaid Helps) 
and Means, they attain to fich Qualifications, as}\ 
May. render cheir Admiffion fair, fafe, and com-}} 
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fortable, both to chemfelves and others. © His} 
Words were, We make account, that if we keep HH 
Bapcilm within the Compafs of the Non-Excommu. }é 
nicable, and the Lords Supper, within the Compafs'! 
of thofe that have (unto Charity ) fomewbat of )% 
the Power of Godlinefs ( or, Grace in Exercife ))'* 
we fhatl be near about the Rigdbt Middle-way of H 
Church-Reformation. And hence, when he had 
pleaded with as Irrefiftible Reafon, as‘ Indefatiga- ™ 
ble Study, for the Grace of the Kingdom of Hea-\ 
‘wen, to be exhibited in our Churches, by Admi- 
niltring the Baptifm of the Lord unto the Perfons, # 
and Infants of all, who underftand the Dottrine “of 
Faith, and publickly profe[s their Affent thereunto, and | 
are not Scandalous im Life, and Solemuly own the: 
Covenant of Grace before the Church ,c» Subject them-)'| 





_ 





Fis Church. He then fet himfelf to plead for the | 
Holine{s of that- Kingdom, to. he exhibited in the’ 
Churches, not only by Cenfuring the’ Baptifed, | 
when they-fell into Scandalous “Evils, but alfo by} 
Requiring further degrees of Preparation, in thofe i 
that they received unto the Supper of the Lord.) 
Nothing was more agreeable unto him, than fuch} 
a Notion of Things, as. Polanus had, when Wri 
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ting of the Lord‘s Supper, he had thefé words $7 
Nec ad eam admittendi juat ugi, nift prius Pafforibus\' 
Ecclefie expiovatuws. ft, cos veram Wider Dottrinam | 

Piss | oP ne 
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i Mr. Sonathan aitchel- or 
welbe tenére et profiteri, ac intelligere quid in [acra ce” | 
ma agatur, quove fine, et feipfos probare poffent, an fink 
Wy #2 Fide.---Quocirca etiam Catechument. aut Imperiti, e 
‘wulgo, tamdis differendi domec de Fide, et vita eorum 
Pajtorsbus probe constet. Now, becaufe it may be 
a fingular Service unto the Churches, to lay before 
fithem the Judgment of fo Eminent a Perfon, up- 
on a Concern of fome Curious and Critical Con- 
j ceftation in them, I fhall Reckon it no Digreflion 
from the Story of his-Life; to Recite the Refule 
of thofe Meditations, in the Digefting of which, 
10 litcle pare of his Life did Roll away. He thus 
\wrote for his ows fatistaion, on Fanuar. 4. 1664. — 
And I fhall be glad, if ic may now be for my, 
Readers, ; f 








- PROPOSITIONS. : 
"TL Itis a Neceflary Qualification, in Worthy 
Receivers of the Lord*s Supper, that they Examine 


Il them/elves, and Difcern the Lord's Body. x Cor,’ 
| rz. 28, 29. - 


a Sa — Sn 


: “4H. Thofe whom the Church Admits tothe 


Lord's Supper, mult be fuch as fhe in Charity, 
I jadgeth, thar they can and will Examine them- 
MN felves, and Difcern the Lord's Body ; Becaufe fhe 
Wf} mult Admic none, bur fauch as are in Charity 
Cor vifibly ) Worzhy Receivers ; and they only 
Ware in Charicy Worthy Recervers, who in Charity 
W have the neceffary Qualifications of fuch. Eicher, 

fhe mutt give it only to vifibly Worthy RecesvePsy 
() or the may give it to vifibly Unworthy Receivers, 
fpwhich were to profane and pollute it. We 
et | EB : Mauit 
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-* muft Difpence Ordinances, unto ft. and. proper || 


. * werfun of Heart, by Repentance towards God; and 
© Faith towards our Lord ‘fefus Chrift, x. Self-Exa- 






* Subjedts, as Chrilt’s fawbful Stewards, x Cor. 4. | 
“A ‘ a; 2» 


es Il None ‘can. be fach Self Examining and 


* Difcerning Chriftians without fome Experznce of | 
© a Work of Grace, ( or without Grace in Exercife )) 
_ fo as to have an Experimental Savoury Acquain- 
- £tance, with the. Effentials of Effectual Calling, viz. 

¥ Conviition of Sin and Mifery by Nature, Ilami- 


© nation in the Knowledge of the Gofpel, and Con- 


© ~inatien implies both, that there is the Grace of | 


© Faith and Repeatance { or of Vocation ) the Adatcer) 
.© to be Examined: And alfo an Ability to Re- 


© fect upon that Grace, that is and hath been! 
* wroughe in us; to Prove it, and. find it td be) 
* Approved, at lealt. by a praponderating Hope.) 
© 2. Difcerning the Lord's Body, the fhewing forth 
© 6r Annunciation of His Death, imports fome 


© Acquaintance with, and Actual Eying of th 


© maim and molt Spiritual Adpferies of the Gofpel;) 
© concerning Chrift, His Death, Righteoufuefs, Rey 


' demaption, and all the Benefits thereof ; and. thofé 


® as exhibited in this Ordinance of the Suppers i 


© 9. That a lively or {pecial Exercile of Graces 
© (by Reviving and. Renewing our Faith, Repens 
¥ tance and Love ) is required in Preparation for): 
¥and Participation of che Lords Table, 1s. abune 
¥ dantly evident, both by the Senfe of the Expres) 
* ions aforesaid, and by the Scope of this, Ordi-}: 
. - t ||, Se ee : oes . : a OES £ nance 
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| _ Mr. Qonathan sitehel, 83 
"nance, which is to Seat not only Union, but 4g- 
“ual Communion and Fruision. 1 Cor. 10. 16. By 
* the Aétive Ufe of all the Oxtward Senfes, in Re- 
* ceiving the Sacrament, implving that there mult 
* be an A@ual; and Adiive Ufe of Exercifed Sen- 
““ fes, in Reference to the Inward Part of it. 
_. © IV. None can appear unto Rational Charity to 
* have the Qualifications aforefaid, without Holding 
«forth, the fame in fome way or other. Man 
© can judge of Internal Qualifications, no way, but 
_* by External Signs.  Invifible Grace is made vifible 





‘tions. Here, Efe, et Apparere, Non Ejfe, et Non 
'* Apparere, are all One. eons 
VV, Befides a Doétrinal Knowledge of the Princi- 
* Ples of Religion, there are To Things Required 
‘tothe Holding Lorib of Grace in Exercife ( or of 
} ‘an Experiment Savoury Acquaintance with the 


S Effentials of Effectual Calling ) viz. x. A'Gracious 


* Converfation. 2, ~_ Gracious Expreffiims. By 2 

"Gracious Converfation, I mean, not only Freedom 
} “from Notorious Scandal and Obftinacy therein, 
) © but a Converfatioa wherein fome pofitive Fruits 
| * of Piety do appear, fo as they that know the 


N° Gal. 5.6. Jam. 2.18.26. Gracions Expreffions, or 
| Words are, when a Perfon can fo {peak of the 
|: Effentials of Effedtual Calling, as doth lignify, not 
|‘ only a Dodtrinal, but a Praétical or Spiritual Ace 
]° quaintance therewithal. That thefe are NecMa- 
J ty to hew Grace in Exercife, appears; Becaule 
| K2 ~ 2, Good 





“to us by fome Ontward Tokens and Manifefta-_ 


1) ‘ Parties, can give a pofitiwe Testimony for them. 
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1. Good Words-ave in Sctiptore made the great || 


~* Sign “of ‘a Good Heart, ‘Mat. 12. 34,393 rag 
Prov. ro. 20. And if it be fo, in Ordinary Con- 


* werfion, much more may this Sign be expeéted, | 
“when a mamcomes to Hold forth, ahd give Evi- 3 
* dence of the Grace that God has beftowed upon | 


‘him, in Order to Partaking of the Lord’s Table. — 
* 2. Confeffion with the mouth, is that by which 


* Faith Evidences it felf to be Savmg and Effedu- 


Fal, Rom.to.9, 10. 3. Fe cannot be imagined, 
* how a perfon can have had Experience of a Work 


* of Grace, and that unto a Comfirtable Difcerning | 


* thereof in himfelf, but that he can fpeak'of it, in 
F fome way or other, after a (2voury manner. 


)) -. “VI Hence, either a Relation of the work of .\ 
 Converfion, {ach as hath been ordinarily ufed, in | 


* moft of our Churches, or Soyse-what Equivalent 
* thereunto, is neceffary in order unto Full Com- 
® munion, or, to Admiffion unto the Lords Table. 
¥ There is an Equivalent thereunto. +. When an 
Fin way of Anfwers, unio Queftions® propounded 
* thereabouts. 2. Ina Serious, Solemn and Sa-— 


* youry Profeffion,er Confeflion, De Prefentij. €. | 
“when a Perfon doth with Underftanding and Af- — 


* fection, exprefgand declare himfelf fenfible of © 
“his Sin and Adiferp, and Abfolute need of Chrift, 
“ his Believing, or Cafting himfelf on Chrif, in 
= the Promie, for Rightecafaefs and Life, and his 


* unfaigned Purpofe & Delire, chrengh the Grace || 


4 and otiength of Ghrift, to Renounce every Built 
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© Account of the Ejfentials of Converfim is given | 

























| .. Mr. Gonathan Mitchel.  . ss 
} * way, and walk with God, in the wayes of New > 
* Obedience ; pointing alfo to fome {pecial Truths, - 
© Confiderations or Scriptures, that have or do | 
-“affe& his Soul with Reference to thefe Things, 
“though he do not Relate the Series of former 
}  Paflages and Experiences. 3. When a Perfon» 
“ is eminently known to Excel in Gifts and Grace, | | 
-* (as a long approved Minilter of the Gofpel, or 
* other eminently Holy Chriftian ; ) This, is 
“more than Equivalent to. fuch a Relation. < 
‘The Sum is, The Adodus Agendi, may be vas 
rious and mutable, and much therein lefe unto 
© the Prudence of Church Officers: But the Thing is 
} ‘ neceflary; wiz. To Hold forth inone way or 
~* other, Experience of a Work of Grace, or a 
Ss prattical Acquaintasce with the. Effentials of Ef- 
“fetal Calling, The Reafon is, Becaufe wichout 
* bss, they cannot fhew themfelves, able to Ex* 
* amine themfelves,and Difcern the Lords Body which 
| ° is Effentially Neceflary to Worthy Receiving, and 
‘hence the Appearance of it Neceflary, in a 
* Subject of orderly Admiffion. to the Lords Table. 
| ‘A man malt make a Relatios to. himflf 5: Bee 
] * By Reviewing of his. Faith and Repentance, or at 
} ‘ leaft an Equivalent prefent Renewing thereof, in 
} ‘ Preparation for the Lords Table si, e, To give 
“-himfelf a Comfortable Regular Admiffion there- ‘ 
} “unto. And fhould he not Declare and Manifefe — 
| ‘fuch a Thing to the Church or Officers thereof, 


| 5 e give them a Comfortable Ground .to Admit 
| ake 1M ¢ ; 
Lc fe Nae RS 
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. Objef. But why may it not Suffice, for a matz 
‘ publickly to fay, I: Believe on Christ, or do un- 


€ feignedly Repent of my Sins 2 or to Confent to | 
*fuch Expreffions being Read, or propounded 


 £unto him, without any more adoe?— 
© Anfw. 1. He that can Groundedly fo fay, ot 


 ® profefs before God, Angels and Men, that he_ 
“hath, ( yea, knows that he hath ) unfeigned ~~ 


© Fash and Repentance, can fay fomewhat more 


* particularly to fhow the Reality of his Acquain-— 


© tance with thofe things. And if he cannot fay 
Fit, Groundedly, it is not meet to put him fo to fay. 
- © 2. He that either Cannot, or Will noe fay 


Sany more than fo, (efpecially in Times of fach 


© Light and Means, as we live in) he renders the 


© Zrath of his Faith and Repentance, Sufpitious, fo. — 


© as that Rational Charity, cannot acquiefce in it. 


*For all men know, that Faith is not dropt into. 
* mens Hearts out of the Clouds, with previous, 


* concomitant,’ and Subfequent Operations 3, or, 
fif ic was firft wrought in Infancy, yet it will 
© ( efpecially when grown to fich a Lively Exer- 
* cifle, as fits for the Lords Supper ) fhew it 


“felf'in Effects ; Renewings, and’ Increafings, by: 


© the Word and Ordinances}’ fo as a man will 


- Operations of Grace. '~ 


“be able to, hold forth fome Experience of the | 


3. That Mode of Profeffios, which tke Ob. 


© jeGion mentioneth, hath: been found by plen- 
Sciful Experience, to be a Nurfe of Fornealty, & 


f Irreligion, Now it is a Rule concerning the |, 


ei 
| 




















] Mr. Gonathan BWitchel, — ORR a 
© Modus Agendi, or {ach like. circumftafices, That . | 
Swhen by. Experience a thing proves Inconveni- | 
Sent, and fubje@& to Abufe, there ought: to bé — 

San Alteration thereof.” | ap erunis | 
“VIEL Befides. this, from the: Qualifications 
F Requifite. to. the Lords Supper, there be othet 
*Reafons Serving to confirm the Neceffity -of 
y . Practical Confeffions ( viz. by Relations, or other- 
“ways, as was before faid ) in thofe that are 
* Admitted to full Communion. Tee 
“Asx, Let thole Scripture Examples be confider- 
eed, wherein the Grace wrought in the faithful, 
«is Evidenced, er Colle&ed, from the Lords 
¢ Dealings with them in the Work of Converfi 
¢ on, and. Experiences - relating thereto, er to 
ethe Fruits* thereof. See x Thef. 1.4, 55 6, 759% 
eto. ~-Let thofe words be paraphrafed according 
¢ to their obvious. Senfe, they will make up a 
Je full Relation. And if Peal knew, or gathered 
ethe Grace that was in the Theffzlonians, from 
¢ fuch things as thofe, does it. not fhow, that fuch 
« things are a proper and: rational Ground for us 
eto gather Grace from? - If they be famonfiz 
] ¢ Asown otherwife ( asthey were in that cafe to 
} Pau) .). it fuffceth, as was above faid s but of 
je therwayes how fhould they. be known, but 
} - from the parties own Mouth ? So Col. x, 4 8e = 
FE there not.a kind of Relation, of the work, 


¢ and manner of theConverfion of thofe 3000. 
(<i) AG, 2. Set-down in that. Chapter? “And 
¢ Confequently, the Subftance of fuch a Relation, 


. ‘ghee ae « OF 












CS: SE Tae te, * | 
for Work, was then de facto, obvious ‘to the *\4 
* Apoftles. And fo, of the Converfion of Paul, |). 
* Chap. 9. and of Cornelius, Chap. re. Yea, if 
. si look into moft of the Examples ‘in the Ads, © 
* Confider, if they be not more immediately Re- 
* ducible to { A manifeftation of a Work of Grace’) | 
“than to that of knowledge, and a Blamele{s Life ? 
€ Paul had litle to fay, fora foregoing Blameélefs 
* Life, to the Difciples. of Damajfcus ; but a work , 
© of Converfion he could hold forth to them, an 
“a Profeffion,de pre[enti, thereupon.So Ad.9.26,27. ¥1 

2. Minifters, in giving the Lerds Supper to in 
* Perfons, do give a Great and Solemn Teftimo- ” 
“ny tothem, [ Yeke, Eat, This is Chrifts Body, 
* that was broken for you ; | therefore furely they i 
* may take,and require a Solemn Teftimony from 

© them, and had not need to be Slight therein. ,, 

“3.°The Power of Godline/s will foon be loft, _ ,;, 
iffonly Dogrinal knowledce, and Outward Blame- 5, 
* tefnefs be accounted: fufficient, for all Chureh- — 
© Priviledges, and» Praétical Confeffions, ( or, Exa- + 
* minations of mens Spiritual Effate ) be laid -a- +: 
¥ fide. For that which People fee'to be Publick. |" 

F ly Required, and Held in Reputation, thar will i 
* they look after, and ufually 20 more, but con- i 
¥ tent themfelves with That. Confider ; if this © 
“kath not been a reafon of the Formality and 4) 
‘ Deadnefs, thar hath overgrown many Churches. i 
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Hi f Thus did a Mamuicript of this Worthy Mans, \ 

- gow in my Hands, Harmonize with a Notable ) 
{iPaas aN Gh Canis « ‘pailage 
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I] Demum, quia Objicieba- 
\hur, Fratres non habere Ec- 
[Nlefam apertam.cum  plena 
‘an@orur Commynione, fed 
Wdministrare Sacramenta 
Ruibufdam tantum’ fii ad- 
Picts *: Refponfum — fuit, 


Panta dare non Santtis, 





nifmumque a penttentia, 
hu/picandum, non a Sacra- 
Prentis 5 neque. Secundum 
fem nunciandam nifi. Refi- 
Pfcentibus et Credentibus, 
Beod utrumque ( Penitentie 
mS Fidem”) ne Superfi- 
tarium «fit et fallax, 
txploratione Indigere ; Ex* 
loratione vero 
‘usto + et guia Nudts’ Sa- 
ramentis Salutis Vim ad- 
rrzbere, ex Opere Operato, 
crrovum im Papatu, Bafis 
(t, Errorem hunc corrigi 
fon pofte liter, quam ut 
Herta probatione, nec tll 
|ubitanez, Cordium A veana 
Itevelentur, Novitiique din 
3 caute tum Informentur, 
ym = Explorentur. 

| Ratio Difcipl. Fatr. 
Bohem. p. 4» 5: 

























| Mr. Gonathan MMirehel. 
pailage about the ‘Bebemian Churches: © 


Probibuiffe Chriftsm; Chrifti-. 


nitituta Chrifti Abfolutio~ 


“Tempore 





|. Becaufe it was objedted) 


| Thae the. Brethren have © 
not an open Church, - with 
the full’ Communion — of 
Saints, but admininifter the 
Sacraments only to some 
of their own party; It was 
Anfwered, ‘That Chrift 
hath forbid our Giving of. 
Holy Things unto Unholy 
Perfons ; and that. Chriftia~ 
nity isto be. Begun, with: 
Repentance, and net with 
the Sacraments ; and that 
‘according to the Inftituttons 
of our Lord, <Abjalution 1s 
not to be pronounced upon 
any but thofe that Repent 
and Believe ; both o: which 
( Repentance and Faith 
that it may not be Superfi- 


\eiaryand Fallacious, it mutt 


have fome Exploration ; & 
‘this Exploration, muft have 
a Sufficient Time for it. And 
 becaufe to afcribe a Saving 
Vertue, unto the bare Sa- 
'¢raments Ex Opere Operato, 


os 


qs the Bottom of the Errors 


ef Popery, this Error cannot 


otherwife be Corredted, 
than by this means; aaa 
~ TRY, 














. by acertain, and no fudden Trial, the Secrets of | t 
Hearts may be laid open, and Novices may be, with a 
long Cautien, both Inftructed and Examined. 


| 7 RE hoe ied a 
Reader, If the Beating out of Zr#th in .Contro- 
verfies, that have Rifen among us, relating to, 
our Church-Difcipline had not been the jpecial Ser-\) 
» wice, wherein all our Churches beheld the Lord’), 
Jefus Chrift making ufe of this our Learned, Able,iy 
Holy, and no lefs Confiderate, than Conjiderable |g 
| Matehel, I had not given thee: fo long an Enter-)), 
tainment, as that of thefe Propofitcens ; Propoftionsgh 
which if they fhould in the Opinion of any, fall\yj 
fhort of Demon/trations, an& Contribute nothing toi}, 
Unite and Sertle the various Apprehenfions oft 
fome very Worthy men among us, about an Im-\q 

- portant Point in our Church-Government, yet they) 


will in the Opinion, of all ferve to exprefs the! 
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Difpofitions of Mind, which. the rare Spirited Au= 
thor of them did both Live. and. Dye: withal:: 
They thow how much he was dgainft that Rigid) 
Unicriptural, Uninftieuted, and Unwarrantable), 
Infifting upon Modes, wherein fome of our Chur-) | 
ches, had finned fometimes. againft the Grace of}; 


the Lord Jefus Chrift; and yet how much hes), 
was. For all Scriptural and Rational A/etheds to pre- 
_ Serve the Churches. from finning again{t the Ho. 
enefs, which does Become thole. Héufes of God for ex 


wer. 
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KS 13. I have faid, chat the Life of our Mitchel 
sin a {pecial manner Engrofled, by the Servi- 
_ of Explaining, Maintaining and Perfeding 
pole Principles, whereby the Chriftian Religion, 
Bift be preferved, witha True and Pure. Curch- 
ate among us, and Conveyed and Secured unto 
itericy : and this Leads me to that part of his 
Wharacter, which Diftinguifhed him, as much as 
iy One whatfoever ; Namely, 4 Care of all the 
arches, Our Lord Jefus Chrift complains, That 
it Children of this World are ( for fe 1 read it) 
Wer for their own Generation, than the Children of 
Hebr. But our Mitchel was Wife for his Genera-— 
Wy, and Exercifed his Wie with much Gontri- | 
ince, and much Diligence, that his Generation, ' 
ten the Faithful People of God. in the World, 
meghe be accommodated in all their Interefts.. 
i F was Endued with a certain foaring and fe- 
us Greatne/s of Soul, which rendred Fiy-catching: 
> low a Bufinefs for him ; though he were One! 
Mm 2 very Lowly Spirit In his Difpofition to’ be al- 
ays Condemning of himfelf, yet he nourithed 
—himfelf a Generous Difdain of Low, Little, 
ivifling Matters, and was of a Leading Spirit 
M@nere hard Service was called for, and of a Pub- 
We Spirit, for Doing of Service to as many as he. . 
juld : His Thoughts moved in a large Sphere of 
(efulnefs, and he was continually proje@ing how 
Do good, in the moft extenfive manner unto 
ore than an whole Counsrey.. The Busholizeri- 
| ” ae 



















an Expreffion of the Apoftolical 1 ANTAXOY= A 
might be transferred into our ‘Account of Ma) i 
Mitthel : He was a Circle, whereof the Center wag)'t 
at Cambridge, and the Circumference took in mor e\1) 
than all New-England. Hence, when he fet apart}! 
his Dayes for Secret Prayer with Fa/ting before! 
God, he would Recapitulate in his private Pa-| 
pers, the Humbling Occafions . for Supplicationg 
which he faw, not only in Affli@ive Things on 
_ his own particular Flock, but alfo in all the fad 

Sights, which in Difafters either upon the Civil of |' 
Sacred Concerns throughout all our 7; ire\ Clog 
and all Gradual Decayes of our Glory, occurr’d/! 
‘Unto him; yea, and he would then. Travel {@). 
far, as to Obfetve the Condition of the Church’ | 
throughout Great Britain, and the Nations of the! 
European World : and all thefe Occafions of Dif; 
trefs and Requef, he would enumerate before the 
Lord, with the Matters of his own Everlafting! 
Welfare. From the {athe Herotck Vertue ( as 1 may, 


properly call ic) in him it was, that in the Weekly 


= - 2. = 
















Meetings of the Neighbouring Paftors, after the 
Weekly Leéures in the Towns which he could Vie‘ 
fit ; and at all other fuch Meetings, he would with*' 
a moft becoming Diferetion and Modeffy, be ftill' 
putting forward’ fomeshing or other, that might ball 
tor Genera] Advantage: And when the Minifters''! 
metatany time fo much without 4dvanta cous || 
Effeds of their Difcourfes, that it could be -faid 
The Time'had been Smoaked away to no purpate, 
he would’ be ‘Troubled atit; It caufed him once | 
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Mr. Jonathan apitehel. 93 
; write this faa a Little done! I. ane 
un to feel the fadne sof the prefent. time, and the 
Pe ‘s Ais a us od ie Chariot wheels 
hen off: I find that in all Societies, where I have 
Bey thing to Do, Common-wealth, and Ghurch and 
fclledge, things fick, and sve draw Heavily, and No- 
ving canbe gotten forward: All things, and all the 
yeirits of men, feem to be off the Hinges: Ob! Lord, 
fect my Heart therewithal! In this Lamentation, 
We Reader finds the Colledge mentioned; and in- 
Heed the Colledge was neater unto his Heart, than 
} was to his Hou/e, though next adjoyning to it. 
He was himfelf an Accomplifhed Scholar, and he 
ped a Scholar dearly ; but his Heart was fervent- 
yy 4et upon having*the Land all over Illuminated 
with the Fruits of a Learned Education. To this 
#-nd, he became a Futher to the Colledge, which 
ad been his Adorher, and fought the Profperity of 
#pat Society, with a very fingular Sollicitude : but 
mmong other Contrivances which he had for the 
rolperity of the Colledge, One was, A Model for 
28 Education of Hopeful Students at the Colledce in 
vambridge. . His Propofals were, for Septennial 
2{crcptions by the more ‘Worthy and Wealthy 
erfons, in this poor Wildernefs ; to be Difpofed 
i by. Truftees ( namely, thé Magiftrates and Mi. 
Milters of the fx next Towms, for the time being, 
ih teven ocher Gentlemen by them Chota out 
f the faid Towns, of which any Sezien to be 2 
Quorum, if three Minifters were atneng them, ) 
yno thould fingle out Scholars exainently preg- 
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“hant’ and: piotis; and out of this Bounty fappor 
them in fuch Studies, as they fhould by thefe Tral’ 
teés be direéted unto, until they had either perfor 
_ ted Lach profitable Services, as were Impofed’ o! 

them inthe Colledge it felf, or prepared themfelve 

_ for other Services abroad in the World: He wa! 
“mightily affected with a Paflage of Luther's, If é 

wer there be any Confiderable Blow given tothe De 
_wils Kingdom, at muft be by Youth excellently Educa 
ted. And therefore, Res feria eft, Ingens eft, Ir is ¢ 
ferious Thing, a Weighty ‘Thmg, and a Thin’ 
that hath much of the Interest of Chrift, ami 

Of Chriftianity in it, that Youth’ be swell Trainer 

up, and vant no Helps for that end ; tha 
‘Schools, and School: Mafters, and poor Scholars 
mentained. it is the Flourifhing of a Common Wealth! 
to be well-furnifhed with Learned, Worthy and Abhi 

\ men for all Purpofes. And God will not give us fuc 

nen by Miracle, feeing He hath wouchfafed us otber 
qwayes, and means to obtain them. Learning is an 
_Umveleome. Gueft to. the Devil, and therefore I 
awonld fain Starve it out, “But we foal never Tong 
retain’ the Gofpel, without the Help of Lbataghh 
4ind, if we fhould have no Regard unto Religion, vi 


yn 





the Ourward Profperity of a People in this World,” 
would neceffary’ Require Schools and Learned wien, 
silas, that none are carryed with Alacrity and ool 
oufnes to take care for the Education of Youth, ana‘ 


to Help vibe World with Eminent and Able mer,’ 
*Twas frony Confiderations, like thefe of Luther's, 
that he did wish «an Accurate and judicious fhaol 
oS ane Be | hap 
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Mr. Gonathan apitehel gg 
I thape thefe Propofals. But, if New England then 

Abad not many Perfons in it, of the fame In- 
Iclination with Pope Paul 2. who. pronounced 
them, Hereticks, that fhould mention the Name 
ofan AWeademyp, and exhorted People, that they 
would not put thetr Children to Learning, inaf- 
much, as it was enough if they could but Read 
Hand. Write; yet, through the Difcouragements 
Hof Poverty and Selfifhne/s, the Propofals. came. to 
Botbing. Moreover, the Remarkable Acutene/s 
Bjoined with an Extraordinary Holinefs, in this 
@ Renowned man, caufed the Churches, in all Quar- 
Beers far and near, when their Difficule Chnred- 
Cafes called for the Help of Gouncils, to make 
Icheir Applications unto Cambridge,for Mr.abitehel 
fico. come and Help chem in their Difficulties, 
BAnd in thefe Councils, as well as when Weighty 
Cafes have been laid before the Elders of the 
Churches, by the the General Courts, though 
ufually _moft of the, Minifters prefent were Elder 
Iichan he, yet the Sexe and Hand of no Man, 
Iwas relied more upon than His, for the, Exact 
Refult of all. With fo much humble Wifdom 
and Caution, did, he Zemper the Significant For- 
Mpvardnefs at Well-Domg which he ftill carryed a- 
Wbout him, that the Difproportion of Age, hin- 
dered not.the moft. Aged, and Able, and Vene- 
cable. Angels in our. Churches, from their Paying 
a very ftrange Refpe& unto him. . However he 
Encountred with fuch.Zemptations as mult, Baffee 
all that have inthem,; any ching of Siguificancy > 
op | For 
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or which caufe,; Once particularly, when hel|( 
had been Admirably Acquitting himfelf in ‘an}\i 







Undertaking of - Great’ Confequence to» the}|( 
Churches, he came home, and wrote thefe words,|)\ 
My Spirit. was carryed out in too muth forward-\\| 
mes: T fee caufe to be deeply abaled and Loath my\? 
Self, and. hag down my Head before God and Men.) 
Flow do I -mavr Gods Work, and marr what He | 
| Stves me therein, by my own.Folly! Sometimes 1) 0 
am ready to Refolve to put forth my (elf no ‘more )| 
tn piolick Work, but keep my felf Silent, and un-|l 
‘ingaged,as I fee others do. But then I perceive, that.)\ 
this Tajteth of Forwardne(s and Pride. Lord, Give )( 
me mor¢ Wifdom to manage and demean my [elf ! \ih 
But if thy Service and Honour may be promoted by my \\i 
Weakne{s and Folly, Let me be wilting to be Vile, hae 
God may be Exalted. 2 Sam, 6. 21, 22. Upon the ih 
whole, he was unwilling to afle& fuch am Un-\y 
ferviceable Privacy, that they who paffed by his 
Houle, might fay, Hic frus eft OPitehellus, 
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~§- 14. I know not how far that Learned ty 
Frenchman, who Writes, The Conformity of the Con} 
gregational Church-Government unto that of the Anci-\\\ 
ent Primitive Chriftians, hath feen verified his Ob. |) 
fervation, 4] Difinterefied perfons may eafily be -per-\'\ 
[waded that the - Congregational Communion, retains \\) 
wmacfe of the Apoftolick, becaufe it is not only the Creans \ 
and Beft of the others, but alfo becaufe it bath more \ 
Charity. ‘Tis very rarely feen (faith he) that any 
One of the Congregational Way, does nop Love alk | 
ah Good — 













, ila ata Aitken iD 
Good men of shat Communion [oever they be; and 
Kell they do not [peak of them, as of the True 
Churches ot Sehes Chrift.: whereas even the moft 
Sober and honeft. partyxof the Epifcopal men, and 
forme of the Presbyterians, are {0 ftrowgly poffeffed with 
Prejudices againjt thole of Congregations, that they 


I are in their Account, no better than Hypocrites, Schif- 


i aticks, and men of ftrange Enthufialms. If any 
of the Congregational way do mov anfwer this 
BCharacter, Let thefe Words Condémn them ; as 
4 know thofe of the Presbyterian way in this 
‘Country, have by their Charitable Temper, much 
BConfuted that pare of the Difcourfe, by which 

















fionLamfaure, was verifyed in our @itchel s 
mvho,was one fully Satisfyed and Eftablifhed in 
ie Congregational way of Church Government, and 
pret had a Spirst of Communion for all Godly men im 
wpther Forms, and was far {rom Confining of God- 
nef; unto his own. Ic was a frequent Speech 
with him, Zhe Spirit of Chri, is a Spirit of 
ommunin: And Ican tell, what he would 
nave faid, if he had lived to fee she Books 6f: fo 
Widiculous a Schifmatick, as he that has made him- 
cIf Infamous by attempting to prove, That where 
ere 4s no Epifcopal Ordination, there is mo True 
burch, — Minifter, Sacrament, or Salvation. His 
prea? worth caufed him to be called forth feverak 
imes; with an Early and Special Retpec& form the 
peneral Court of the Colony, to. Preach on the 
3reatelt Solemnity that the Colony afforded ; 
re G | Namely, . 


el 





PE Mr. Jonathan Witehel? ay 


Whey are here-Charadterized.. But the Obferva- 


Sane 


—. 
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Namely, Tle <yniverfary Election of Governour & 
Magiftrates : And one of the Sermons which he’! 
Preached’on thofe Occafions, was after his: Death, + 
publifhed unto’ the World,;*under the’ Title of, HT 
Nehemiah upon the Wall. in that Sermorr, Reader, \ 
Take notice of the Difcovety which he gave of / 
his own Charbolick Charity, when he’ fays, “Del 
* not‘wrong and marr an Excellent work, and‘ 
* Profeffion, by’ Mixing and Weaving in Spurioas ‘* 
© Principles, or Prattices sas thofe of Separation,’ 
© Anabaptifi, Morellian ( Anarchical ) Comfufion.”) 
"If any would fecretly ‘twift in, and efpoufe fuch *! 
® things as thofé,- and maké’ them’ pate of ours 
* Intere, we muft néeds Renoutice it ‘as none of "| 











F and <Anabaptifm, are wonted Intruders, and © 
“feeming Friends, but fecret fatal Evemies, to” 
* Reformation. Do not, on pretence of avoiding | 
* Corruption, ran into Sinful Separation’ from any” N 
© True Churches of God, and what is Good there-7) 
Fins and yet it is our Errand mito the Wilderne(s*' 
“a'Study and PraGife True Scriptare-Reformationg” 
© andit will be our Crown, in the Sight of Gods) 
“and Man, if we find itand ‘hold ic,” without}: 
© Adulterating deviations. Thus, though he were | 
a Reformer, yet he had nothing in him of a 

Donati! : For which caufe Mr. Baxter hearing’ of, 

hith, faid, If ax Occumenical Council could be ob 
gained, Mic, Mitchel abere worry to be it’s! ony 
4 : 3 eS se Aevarory 
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PF =o Mr. FPonathan AWitchel. «99, 
Mevator. And this Difpofition of Charity, inhim,, | 
vas Rewarded; with the. Refpeéts, which he 
Found da Learned and Pious men, that were. 
a many clings not of his own perfwafion ; Such. 
Holine/,.. nd Patience; and tweet Conde/cenfion,: 
were. his. .In¢omparable. Abilities accompanied 
Writhal, that Good men, who otherwife differed, 
from him. would ftillg{peak of him. with Reve-- 
ence... To give one Particular, Inftance :. 2Fis 
ell. known thac the Reverend. Charles. Chancey, 
Prehdent.of the Colledge; and a» Neighbour in’ 
| eee and Church, with our much younger 
ppicchel, ac the Time of the Synod;.. zealoufly 
ead publickly, by, Peaas.well as by Speech, op~ 
poted, the Sjwcdaltas Principles whereaf Mre 
Witchel was no {mall Defender ; Bur fo far was» 
ne Dilf-nt beeween them, in the very Heat and 
#2g6t6 of all. the Controverfy; from caufing che 
#everend Old Man to Handle his Antagonilt,: 
2 any meafure. asthe Angry. Disfcorus did,che 
pillenting Flevian; in the Council of Epbefus; 
fat he would.commonly fay of bim) 1 Anow. vo 
pan 1 this World, that 1 could Envy [0 much; as 
Wy orthy... Mr. Mitchel, for, the Great, Holinefig 
Wcarning; Wifdom and Meekne(s; and other Quali- 
(es of am Excellent Spirit, with which the Lord 
efus Chrift hath Adorned. hin. 


| 





§. xy. And thall we alice more particulars. 
y. Detcribe that Holsmefs, of this Excellent Man, 
yhich: we have fo often: mentioned 2? Ic. is 
| Betas nips © ye ieee an 
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ah Aphorilnr of a Adachiavel, [ and, Reade 





, wasa|| 
it not worthy of a Machiavel | |) That he who"! 
Writes an Hiftory, muff be aman of no Religion. )) 
By that profane Rule, the firft and the beft Hifto- | 
rian in the World, the rhoft - Religiovs MOSES, || 
was ill accomplithed for a Writer-of Hifory. But |) 
the Hiffory, which we are’now Writing, does |; 
‘Proteffedly intend nothing fo much as the Ser- |) 
vice of Religion, even of that: Religion, whereof |) 
‘our MITCHEL made an Exemplary Proteffion.* 
‘Wherefore we go on, to fay 3 Know, Reader, ? 
‘Phat he was a Great Example of a Walk swith’) 
‘God. ~Heowas--much in Prayer} much in |) 
| Fafting, Sometimes taking. his Virtuous W7fe, 
therein to-make 4 Confort with him; © and: 
fometimes alfo he kept, whole Dayes of Thank: !' 
‘giving privately with his Family, befides what | 
he did more publickly ; Devoting himfelf, as a | 
Thank Offerimg to God, for his Mercies, with a Rea- | 
fonable Service. In his Diary, He betimes laid that | 
Rule upon himfelf, O2 ! shar. I could Remember this \ 
Rule, never to go to Bed, until | have had fome Re- | 
wewed [pectal Communion with Gods He kept at 
finite watch, over not only bis‘ Words, but alo his) 
very Thoughts ; and if by the Reflections, which he | 
was’ Continually: making on himfelf, he judged} 
that hie Mind had not been ‘always full of Hea- 
ven, that his Heart had been; what he called > dardh 
and flight, that he had beett Formal, in his Devoti-§ 
ons, that he had’ not profited. abundantly by the 
Sermons of other men, that he had por made” 
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 *~ Mr. Gonathan Witehel. .. rok 
A Confcience of Doing all the Good he could, when | 
B he jad been in any Company 5 he would put Stings 
J into his Reflections, and Rebuke and Reproact 
A himfelf with an Holy Indignation, Severe might 
Bicem the Rule of R. Hania If tovo ft together 
I and there be no Difcourfe.of the Law, "tis the Seat of 
Bibe Scornful:.. Severe might teem. the Rule of 
~R. Simeon, If Three do Eat at one Table, and fay 
Il wotbing about the Law, they are as if they Eat the 
Wl Sacrifices of the Dead: And fevere might be. the 
B Rule of R. Hananiah, He that wakes in the Night 
Bor. walks by the way, and let's his Heart lie Idle, fips 
B again? bis own Soul: But..our DPitehel reckoned 
fit no Severity unto -himfelt, to impofe upon, him- 

felf fuch Rules as thefe for his Converfation. , I 

have Read; That. Five.Devout perfons being toge- 

ther, there was this Queftion {tarted among them, 

How, In what wayes,,By what means, jhey freng- 
I tbened themfelves in Absiaining from Sin against the 

God of, Heaven? The Firlt Anfwered, J frequently, 

meditate on the Certainty of Death, aud the Uncertain- 
ty of the Time for wp Death, and thit makes me 
WW Live in the Fear o/ Sim, every Day as my Laft. ‘The 
i Second Anfwered, J frequently meditate on the firict 
Wh Account of Sid that I am to give at the Day of F ude 
WW ment; and the Everlaft ing Lorments in Hell;- o--be 
| inflictéed on them that can give 390 Good Account, ‘The 

Third Anfwered, I frewently meditate on the vile- 

nels, and filchinefs, and hathfomene|s of Sin, andthe 
4 E-xcellency of Gracé, whrb is contrary unto fo" wile a 
| Thing. The Fourth Hasiae I frequently meds- 
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The Life of 
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Gate on tbe Eternal Rexwards and Pleafures Re[trvedl) 
an Heaven, for them that avoid the ise Of, . Sg 
“gubich are but for a moment. The t 













vhs 2 Che Fifth Anfwered;) 
I frequently meditate on the Lord, FESUS CHRIST;), 
(“and His wondroas Love to miferable Sinners, in Lyng 
°@ Carfed anda Bitter Death for our Sin; and ‘this) 
| OUHelps' me to Abftain from Sin, more than any atber 
| <eonfideration wbatfoever 's And the Anfwer of this 
| Jat was indeed the greateft ofiall. ‘Now all thefe, 
-awere the Subjeéts, which our Holy pitchel, ob- 

“figed himfelf to’an affiduous Adediation upon 5) 
vand-by Meditating on thele it was, that he be- 

“came very Holy. Moreover, he was as’ Holy men 
ule ‘to be, very folicitous to make a due Improve- 
sement of all’ A/fidtions, that the Providence of Hea: | 
~even difpenfed unto’ him. He would fay, Abe) 
God perfonatly Aflicts a man, it is.as if He called ‘unto 
































a 











. the-man by Name, and jogged him, and faid, Ob \'’Re- 
“pent, be Humbled, be Serious, be Aiyakened : Yea; 
“he could not fo much as be ‘kept a lictle from) 
‘the Labours of his Miniftry, by an Moarfe Cold 
_ varrefting him,without writing down this Linproveq 
“ement of its As) Sia is Legible in’ the Chajtiferment 3 
<0 °<-gold Duties, cold Prayers (my noice im Prayer, i. @ 
<< Sy Spirit of Prayer fearfully gone) my Coldne|s i 
~~ -ymy whole Converfation, chaftifed with a!Colds I feat 
-\ that I have not Improved my voice for® God formerly 
1) os as I might have done, and therefore Me now ttakes 
Jrom me. But the Afficiton whicif moft of ‘all Ex 
-ercifed him, feems to have been in. the ficceffive 
Death of many and Lovly ‘Caigdren, though all of 
Se er ears | f 
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them, in theic Jofancy. "Tis an. Obfervation made 
“by fome, upen feveral Paflages in the Scripture 


‘concerning that Generous and Gracious man, De 
wid, that he was Liberorum Amantiffimus, full of 
Affe@ions to his Children # and that was to be 


B Obferved in our Mr. Fonathan Mitchel: for which 


HW caufe, when his Children were’ Sick, his Paternal 


—Bowels _ | 
when they were Dead, his Humiliations thereup- 





felt’ more than’ ordinary’ wounds ; and 


on were extraordinary. He wrote whole Pages 
of Lamentation: on’ thefe Occafions; and one of 


‘his Infants particularly Expiring before it could be | 


W ‘brought forth to an orderly Baprifm, 1 cannot bue 


1 Recite'a litle of the Meditations then written -by 


D him: Jf was a further fad 


Hand of the Lord ( faies 


| 


W he) that it fhould Dy Unbaptifed. Though 1 do. net 











think they are’ Orthodox, shat hang Salvation upon 


“Baptilm, and not rather upon the ‘Covenant, yet’ as 
“Gtas ‘appointed to be a Cunprming Sign, and as # is 
an Ordinance of Grace, fo to be Deprived of it, is @ 


great Frown, and a {ad Intimation of the Lord's ‘An. 


“Ger: And though it may be well with avith the Child @ 
“notwithstanding ( that it becomes me to leave unto the, eam 


—+ 





















“oa Oo iibe csfecep Ee 
_. werfy with mes. Thus Remarkably taking away One 
. Ofter another. The Lord brings me forth, andi 
| wakes me go up and down, as one finitten of God | 
Lhe Lord (pits in my Hace by this Thing. See’ 2 Sam. | 

22.12. Numb. 12.12. Deut. 28. ag, 46, 5 8; 59. 
Such, and mapy more were the vy orkings of his, 
dender Soul under his Repeated Affittions. And | 
duch were the Unfearchable Dealin 
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he left behind him Three Sows, and Tio Daughters, 


they have all of them fince dyed in their Youth - j 
except only a Virtuous Young Gentlewoman, | 
marri¢d unto Captain Stephen Sewal of Salem | 
rity of this Great man) may thé Lord multiply — 
all the Bleflings of that Covenant, for which © 
their Progenitor proyed fo Serviceable a Pleader. | 
in his Generation! 7 ‘ 4 
The laft Thing that ever he wrote in his Re- | 
Terved Papers, afterhe had Bitterly Reproached, 
Lhe Sinful Deadne[s, Straitne[s, Ennnity, and Unf a> 
| wourimefs ( as he called ic ) upon bis own Heart, Up: | 
_ on which he added this Pathetical Expreffien, 7 
«feel T fhall fall, and. tusble down into the Pix of Hel, 
af deft unto my felf Ic was June 7.1668. To quick: | 
_€h his Cares of Daily Medization. oe 
_ * Firft. Far Younger than’ I, fome of. them 
‘now got to Heaven, have done much this. way.” 
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| « Nolla Dies fine linea. 
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able Dealings of God, that | 
befides the Childrez which he fene unto Heaven |. 
before him, when he went unto. Heaven himfelf, || 
all of which Lived unto fomewhat of Youth, yet || 


1 


| 
uato whom (wich her Offipring, the only Pofte- | 
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—. . Mr. SFonathau apitebel. 105 
-f Secondly. Meditation, yea, Daily Meditation, 
*in general, is an Indifpentable Duty. P/al, 1. 2 
and Pfal. rr9. 97. And becaufe it is fo, there. 
® may be fomething of Meditation in Prayer, in 
© Reading the Word 3 Fofh. 1. 8. with Deut.17.19. 
"and in Occafonal Tranfient Thoughts: yet furely 





A‘ fome fete Meditation daily befides thele, is at leaft 
‘tome a Duty, who am {et apart, for the Holy 
A’ Work of the Miniftry, wherein it would be 
A° Helpful, as well as to my own Soul. * 


3. Thirdly. Heaven is here begun upon Earth: 


A‘ thall. ibe Thinking on, and Talking with, Chrift, 


“to all Eternity, and not Ducourie with Him, 
one quarter of an Hour in a Day now ? 

© Fourthly. The ‘Great Enemies of: all Good, 
*Flefh, Sataz, and World, do’ of all other things, 
© moft oppofe Adeditation: which fhowes that there. 
*-is much Good in 1. Flefh, by Awknefs, Giddi- 
«nels; World, by Diftractions ; Satan, by flirring 
“up both. Lord, Awaken me, and keep me Awake ! 





ho 16. But what and when, was the End of 
this Hojy Walk? The Incongruities, and Incon- 


1 filtenees.ofBi/foriansjare not more notorious in any 
q oneArticle,than in‘that of,the Deaths of the Hero's, 
W whole Lives they have Erernized: With what Varie- 
WW ties are theDeaths of Cyrus,at Antiochus,of Alexander , 
W of Hannibal, of Romulus ot Scipio of Platojot Arifto- 
Wzle, reported? There is hardly any Philofopher, 


jj but he Dies Twice or Thrice over in Laertias 5 
H 





and there is hardly ene of. Plararchs Worthies, 
EOS : bue 
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Healch. of the Body sand Mr. Opitehel had fro 
<a-Pr inciple. of Godisme/s, uled himfelf to Bodily 
= ercifé ; - neverthelefs he found i ic would not “wholly, 
4 » Sree him from an TL. Habit of Body, ... OF exttear 


but he Dies : as many wayes. The Death ofc on ait 


Gaitat 


Do for Him, and His Dear People, I am willing roDa 
it 3 but if my Work be. Done, His Will be done ! 


but at thy Bidding, I come ! which were fae Of 









Sob be. Life, ae Hee 





_Mitehel, remains now to be Related, with mor) 
oof ibys as Though Bodily Exercife does profit. i 
odittle, as the Apoftle concedes, namely, to: the 


my 


Ex 















- Lean, he foon grew extream Fat ; and at laft, i: 
an exiream Hot Seafon; a Fever arrefted ee 
fer he had been Preaching on thofe words; 
I Lee that thouovilt bring me to Death and unte: 
the Henfe appointed for all the Living.” aLhe- Peon 
did not {eem to Threaten his Deaths howeve 
in his Lines, to. them, that vifited him, he faid) 
if the Lerd Fels Chrift have. any Service for me to 























Bug 
the Diftemper | fuddenly affaulting ‘him,’ with : 
Mortal Malignity, and Summoning him to- the 
Houfe appointed for all the Living, he fell to Admi- 
ring the manifold Grace*of God unto’ him, and 

broke forth into thefe words, Lord, Thou calleft me 
away to Thee + I know not why, f I look tomy felf ; 


the Laft words, that he {pol ke in the World: For 
his Friends, who had t not, for many Hours, Enq 
tertained the Expectation of any fuch difmnal Ee 
‘vent, were campened 3 in Floods of Tears, to. fee 
him Dy, on ‘Fuy 9. 1668. in the Forty Third | 
Year of his Age: When ( as one exprefies that 
matter v 
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Mr. Fonathan apitehel. 74 
‘ynatter ) he Jefe his Body to be dipped in the 
| River of fordan, that afterwards in its Refurreai- 
yon, gh haan Canaan, it may, beyond the Sto- 
I ry of Achilles, become Impenetrable and Invuine- 
W rable. ‘Wonderful were the Lamentations, which 


| this Deplorable Death fill'¢ the ‘Churches of New- 


England withal ; For as the Jewith Rabdé‘s Lamen- 
I ted the Death of R. fof, with faying, That af- 
W ter his Death, Ceffarunt Botri, i.e. Vivi tales, in 
| gquibys omnes, tum Eruaitionis, cum Virtutis, oumuli 
# erant : So, after the Departure of our geitehel, 
] ic wasfear‘d there would be few more fuch Rich 
I SSrapes'to be feen growing in this: Unthankful 
| WildernefS. Yea, they Speak of this Great man in 
Wl their Lamentations to this Day: and what they 
W] peak is briely the fame, that One of our mott 
) Eminent Perfons has Wir, in thofe Terms, 2U1f iam 
} New England fhook, toben that Pillar fell to ae 
the Grown, 
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} «© EPITAPH. 


© A. ND now, Reader, Let us go tothe beft of - 
W £\ ‘Poets in the Englifh Nation, for thofe Lines, © 
W which may, without the leaft wrong to Truth 
W be applied as an EPITAPH, to this beft 
] of Preachers, in our little New Engli{h Nation. —eg@ 
4) The Incomparable Dr. Blackmores Orator Tylon, 
9 hall, now be our MITCHEL. | SH 


| ; 4 a : 






‘7 
ES 
PEM 















sas ’ 
& ery AY bmi rs Pet tss ait Sua hn r ba 
ti a RC 
SY TD ey £ +4, y Weir ~D ; 4 yee 


TUS theGreat Sitehel whofe Immortal worth}. 
; Raifes to Heav nthe Ie that gave him Birth, | 
A ‘Sacred Man, a Venerable Prief, tae 
Who never {pake, “and. Admiration mitt, eee | 
OF Gord and Kind, “he the jait Standard eem'd)> } 
Dear to the Best, and by th: Worft Elteem’d.’ 0" th 





A Gen rous Love, ditfus'd to Humane kind, peg 
Aine  Compalfion, Mercy unconfin’d, ae | 





et 


’ 
- 


Stull Reign’d Triumphant, in his Godlike Mind. 
Greatne[s and Modejty their Wars Compofe, 
Between them bere a perfe& Friend(hip grows: 
His Wit, His Jude ment, Learning, Equal rife ; 
Divinely Fumble, yet Divinely Wife : | Ce 
Fic feeni'd Expres, on Heav'ns High Errand fent;)) 


: 


As Mofes Meek, As Aaron Eloquent. 
Nectar cis Ine flows from his Heav’nly Tongue, 
~ And° on his Lips, charming Perfwafiun hung. — 
When he the Sacred Oracles Reveald; ~~ 
Our Ravith’d Sools in blelt Enchantments held, 
seem d loft in Tranfports of linmojtal Blifs ; 
No Simple Afan could ever {peak like This ! 
» Atm’d with Celeftial Bre, his sacred Darty | 
Glide thro’ our Breafts,8< melt our yielding Hearts i 
So Southern Breezes, and the Sptings mild Ray, 7} 
Unbind the Glebe, and thaw the Frozen clay... % 
He Triumph’d o’er our Souls, and at his Will : 
Bid this Touch'd Paffion rife, and that be frill. 
’ Lord of oar Paffons, he, with wondrous Art, & 
Could firike the Secret’ Mavemenis of our Fleart >a 
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; Mr. Gonathar sitebel. tog 
Releafe our Souls, and make them foar' above, 
Wing’d with Divine. Defres, and. Flames of 


| 


|  Heav’nly Love, 


| 


} But what need I travel, as far as Europe for” 
pan Elegy upon this Worthy Man ? Let it be 
known, that America can Embalm Great Perfons, 
as well as Produce them , and New England can 
beltow, an Elegy, as well as an Education upon 
> ¢ ° 
its Hero's, Let this Attempt at Poerry, now find 
A Room in our Pages. 


| To the MEMORY of the 
| 


Bene: REVEREND ie, 
JONATHAN MITCHELL: 


Quicquid Agimus, quicquid Patimur, 


vent ex Alto. ; 


fe Countries Tears, be ye my Spring ¢ my Hill 
| A General Grave; Let Groansin{pire my Quill. 
By a warm Sympathte, Let Feaveri(h Heat 

Roam thro’ my Verfe unfeen : And a Cold Sweat 
jLimning De/pair, attend me :. Sighs diffufe 
qConvalfins thro’ my Language, tach as ule, 
To Type a Gafping Fancy ; laftly, Shroud 
WRecligions Splendor in. a Mournigs Clow 
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Re! | Lier beniifeege: ot 
Replete with Vengeance, for Succeeding Times, / |). 
Fertile in Woes, more: Fertile: in their Crimes: aR | ; 
~ Thefe are my, Mdufes 3) Thele: Infpire the Sails. 
Of Fancy; with their Sighs, inftead of Gales, 2 


Reader,Read Reverend @itchel# Life, 8 then |) 














~ ConfefS the World a Gordian knot agen.) file po Ag 
Read his Tear delug’d Grave, and then decree; -/ > | 

Our prefent Woé, and futire A4iferie. Besa 
Stars Falling {peak a Storm 4 when: Sanmel diese 
Saul may Expeét Philiffza’s crueltiess 9 § 0) 2 






So when Jehovahs. Brighter Glory fled os oF 

the Temple, j/rael foon was.Captive ledg i >> 4 | 
Geneva's ‘lriple light made oné Divineg 

But here that vaft Tizumvirate combine - 

By a bleft Metemp/pchofis; to take 

One Perfon tor their larger Zodiack, 

In Sacred Cenfures; Farels dreadful Serof f 

Of Wirds, broke trom the Pulpit to. the Soul, 

fn Ralmy Comforts, Virets Genius came) 3 3. 

Brom th’Wrinkled Alps,to WV ooethe WefternDames 

Ani Courting Cambridge, quickly took frone thence 

Her Laff Degrees of Rbetorick and Senfe, . - 

Caloms Laconicks thro’ his Doétrine Spred,: _ 

And Childrens Children with theit Manna fed. 

His Expofition Genefis begun, 

And fatal Exodus Eclipsd his Sum: 

Some fay, that Souls oft fad Prefages give: % 

Death breathing Sermons taught us laft to Lives - 4 

Eis Sy/tem of Religion, half unheard, a 

Full Double, in his Preaching Life appear'd. 



















































Mr. Fonathan apitepel. Becee 
| Hes gone, to whom «his Country owes a Love, 
Worthy. the Prudent Serpent, and the Dove. 
eligions Panoply, che Sinners Terrour, oid 
Death Summon’d hence; Sure by a Writ of Errour t 
The Quaker Trembling at his Thunder, fled 5 
And with Caligula refuméd his Bed. | 
He, by the Motions of a. Nobler Spirit, cy 
Clear’ Méen,and made their Notions Swine iberits 
Fhe Munfer Goblin, by his Holy Flood 
Exorcisd, like a Thin Phantafma ftood. 
Browns Babel, fhatter’d by his Lightning, fell 

nd with Confufed Horror -pack'd to Heil. 
Phe Scripture, with a Commentary bound, 
’ Like a Loft Calice ) in his Heart was found. 
WWhen he was Sickythe Air, a Feaver took, 
Wnd Thirfty Phebus quaft'd the Silver-brook : | 
When Dead, the Sphares in Thunder ,Clouds,8¢ Rais 
Groan‘d his Elegium, mourn‘d and wept our paim. 
| Le not the Brazen Schifmatick alpire ; 7 

ots leaving Sudom, left them to the Fre. 

T Fis true, the Bee's now dead 3° but yet his fag 
Weath’s to their Vronilh Docrines yet may bring. 
} EPITAPHIUM: 
Were Lies within this Comprebenfive Spaz, 
Wie Churches, Gourts, and Countreys Jonathan: 
pHe that (peaks Mitchel, gives the Schools tke Late 5 
Wriendfip in him gaind an Ubiquity, “s 
1 FD: 


FINIS. 
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Advertifement. 


: Coe is now inthe Prefs, a fmall Book, En*} 
: truled, Duniiliationg follotw’d tuith Dez 
Jiverdneeg: Or, a briet Difcourfé on the Adgtter 
and Method of that. Humiliation, which would be 
an Hopetul Symptom of our Deliverance from) 
Calamity. Accompanied and Accommodated\ 
with a Narrative of a Notable Deliverance lately 
Received, by fome Englith @aptives, from the 
Hands of Cruel Indians ; and {ome Improvement 
of that Narrative. As alfo. a Relation of one] 
~Hannah- Swarton , Containing many Wonderful | 
Patlages, concerning her Captivity, and’ her | 
Deliverance. cS Lh een ee eS 
Printed for, and Sold by Sazuel Phillips, at 
the Brick-Shop, ‘near the Old-Meeting-Houfe in § 
Bofton. 1697. ae , | 
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